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‘THE MANIFESTOOF TURKISH INTELLECTUALS

Last May the Turkish intellectuals delivered a manifesto
to president Evren and other authorities atating their ob -
servations 3bout the present situation in the f:ount"y and

their demands for a return te democracy. ° : .

- Prepared at first by 1256 intellectuals, the declaratfmn
soon received the support of over 1400, Among the sig-
natces are internationaliy famous writers, artists,former
ministers and parliamentarians, scientigts, jurists, journ-
alists and retired soldiers, They demand en end to toriure
and executions, a general amnesty, respect of universal
principles of law, fermination of martial law and atate of
emergency, fresdom to press and rightto organise through
necessary chapges in the eonstitution and the dewnocratic
werkin’gbf the higher/educations ipstitutions and the radic

‘ gnn tetevzsim. : &

The initiative of the 1nte11ec+uals received broad suppcr?
beth inside the couniry and abroad, Leaders of various
political parties aise expressed their support,

Although prime miniater Gzal at tirst said that this was a
“'preof to the existence of democracy” in Turkey, invest.
igations were immediately started about the suppoyters.
Now the most well-known Turkish film and theaire actors
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~regime,

_and we_shall get it",

s g -

and actresses, writers, poets and other mtellectuals are being
taken in groups to martial law commandments and interrogated

However this move has not led to intimidation, as the junta ex-

pected, but on the contrary even larger number started to ex-
press publicly their suppért tothe manifesto.

A short while after the intellectuals '“initiative, a meetingorg-
anised by Tirk-{g (Confederation of Trade Unions) served to
reveal the feelings of the working class against this repressive
Over.10.thousand workers.at the ra‘h’ voiced their
resolution to Str'ugglp with slogans like, Sfr'Lke is our right
Fnd to. coIlabnratmg union léaderships’’,
"End to rxploitation’. The efforts of Tiirk-is leaders to
while the police and

and
silence the warkers r‘s‘mamed futlle
the soldwrs did not darp to mterfere

Evren and Ozal contmue thelr efforrs to stabilise fascism in
the countrv. Well-known fascists are appoinfed to important
positions in the state apparatus, universities, and the radio
and TV. The fascist trade union confederation, closed after
the coup, has beén re.opened, Newly elected maYyors from
(zal's party are busyto change the‘names of streets and
squares named after democrafic ‘personalities or even land-
marks in the hlstory of the Repubhc Cultural works are
destroypd :

The events of ‘hP last weeks prove that there is wideSpread

~.and strong opposition to fasc_l_sm ¥ all these reactions can

be united in a single current, real democratic trangforma-
tinns can obviously be ensured. Today the most important
task is to ensure this unity, to support all mass actions and
to mgannm sn..rh T‘l"V arnurri *he .

PWO'S 9TH A\\IVEZRSAR'}

June 3rd was the 9th foundation anniversary of the PWO, It
was celebrated both inside the countrv and abroad.

The trial of the PWO and its membe rs contmues at the mil-
itary courts of the junta. \Ianv PU«O members were arrested
-and tortured during the prepa rator'v stages of thzs tmal
searches and arrests still continue, .

. hag not been easy to
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It apite of =l thesge I‘Pp“‘é’SBiQnS however, thousands of
women, traimed in the ranks of the PWO have kept on fighting
_thP fasczs#. regime -with any means in their capacity. Those

.f:f"r‘f‘-’d to go into exile have taken thmr stand in the front of
thi—“ sﬁﬁdamty movement, G F )
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---Fcr the progreassive women of Turkey, it is not oni;y a matter

of struggling againat their immediate and harsh problems.

In the foremest ig the flght for peagce. and disarmamens, as
well as keeping up the' soiidarity w:i:h women under conditions
of war agd opprpssmn. ' A s A

PWO activigte abroad have established the PWOQO Qffice Abmad,
which works in accordence with PWOQ's baaic principles, which
are also sirictly defended by members now living in various
west European countries, Their cooperafion and work with

the migrant women workers in these eountries have contributed

. towards involving more and more women around the activiiies

for their concrete prablems and for peace, as well ag for

solidarity with their sisters in Turkev. They alse work to
dﬂvelop cloger rejations and. cwpe ra-.mn beﬁwean the Turkish

migrant women anda Qur. mter democratiq& women's organisa-
tions of thege . au'ltrias. Through the PW() Office Abread,
the progreggive women of Turkey have alsc been represented
ln many international forums, voiced their situation and

ustruggle and learned from 'the struggle and experience aof the
~dnternational democratic wompn 8 moveinent and our sister
;ot'gram.-iaha"ss, g

continue the fight for the progressive
Wonjen fp nhEiT‘ workplaces, neighbo choods after the junts

w7 and many hd to do it in prigong. Thsy have also been

particularly active in solidarity work with pelitical prisaners

-and their famzdea. They havé applied what they learned in
‘the PWO, to the new conditions, In eur bylletin we have trisd
1o Fuhiwh some paris froiniléttors we receive telting about

thege activities . mavpe amall

but extramely difficult 1o
reallae and valuable, '

We can now say, on 9141"' oth anniversapy, that the PWO has
playad an {important role in uniting the broadest massss of



o .
women, giving them consclousness about their role and tasks,
and joining the struggle for women's rights with the struggle
for peace and democracy, We still face these tasks, which have
grown much more difficult and significant, Members of PWO
go on teaching what they know to other women and at the same
time gaining from their new experiences,

comse even more active in the fight for peace, We shall gtep

up the efforts to ereate a better future for ourselves and fop

our ehildren. We shall strengthen our tios wirh women all’
over the world fig*ﬁing for peace,

Long live the PW(Q ¢ .
Long live the women of the world i’1ghtmg for pence, independ -
ence and democracy ! R

FROM THE BILL OF INDICTMENT AGA{NST THE PWO

The PWO trisl, started with the military prcwecutor s bill
of indictment dated Aprii 22, 1983, continues. As know;;., t,he
prosecutor demands sentences of 30 years for the defendams
and the ¢rganisation to be closed legally,

To prove his accusations, that the PWO was an iligga_i"organ-
isation and worked te undermine the state, the martial law
progecutor quotes "evidence" from our activities and publica-
tions running up to 200 pages. He is in a difficult poxiticntc
sup:)orsf hia charges hewever, 3¢ he says in the bill: i

i

... The law maker has deemad it a danger ﬁg'zmst tne
existeuce of the state thai such destructive-ngtured unions
are estatrlished and become active, and instead of punish.
~ing the eulprit after the crime is committed and the damage
coceurs, bagd preferced to impede the ineeption of the damags
‘and thus preventi the threat. This ig a crims of threat and
in gsuch crimes the action of the eulprit direeied towards

the action is corsidered sufficient for it punighment",

S0 he openly says that ng offence has been actnally com-

- mitted, There is only the posaibillty that it might bs com-
mitted, And who deterinines the existenss of thig pessinhi-
lity? The prosecutor of the junta, who zuepended the cons-
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titution of the existing regime, disnidssed the parliament and
seized power by means of force!

What were PWO's nffenCes ?

Now, we ghould be- ™

~ should be destroyed’

Let us glve some examples from the bill of indictment as to
what PWQ's "crimes' were:

. It is an offence the print the following quotatior fmm an
appeal by the WIDF published in 1975: ""Women of all corn-
rinentas ipesce, equality, development - these are the
sacred tasks awaliting all-of us. We are strong enough to
achieve thege, Women, knew your own strength, Your

vuir-e will be a powerful weapon. Ralse your volce, , .~ .

v It is also a crime to call women to organise in the P VCl.

Tt‘w following linés were taken fronia PWOQ puhliﬁatxm
and underlined by the proeecutor as evidence: "We, prog-
resgive women, 3hou1d unite in the PWQ and lend our sup-
part to this crganised airuggle, We should aleo voie for
those parties who will solve these problems,"

"At a rally organised by the PWO, a member sang a song
telling about the distresg of a mother’’ - another evidence
of destructivn activities!

céatlintepnational relations of PWO are considered ¢rimes,
For example, the large part of ihe sp@ﬂch made by PWQG
represgntative 2t 5 peace meeoting in Athens in 1978, in
whigh thesa liner were underlined to stress how offensivs
they ares ''.,, Women are aware that funds réaching bii«

lions thab are earmarked for the purchase of weapona can

be spani- matﬁ-ad for their vital needs. _f’ijbe:,f ask the Turkist
government, a signatee to the Helsinki Final Act, why it
does not maks any reductions in the defence axpsndifures,
The PW hag made use of press releases and itg publica-
tions to put forward this demand, It waged many ac,rmm

such ag signeture collections"

To publigh jaint declarations with other orgamsa?lons
whers aloganz like “out of NATO" or "all nuclear waapons
are rajsed iz also a crime.

1



. The golidarity campaign PWO waged with the gtriking metal

waorkers in 1977 is a crime. To coak‘ for the stirikers; to
their children angd families ace "evidences' of thig crime,

. Solidarity with women of Cyprug is an arch-crime. Any
mention, however small, of PWO's demand that UN rega.

ciutions on Cyprus be carried out have been carefnny gselect =«

ad by the pro»e«,utor and included in ‘ns mch-c*ment

These are only a few selecfmns of PWQ 'S deﬁtrus,tive act -
ivities, However. one th’mg the prosecutor negleci“s {o&ay is
that a]] thege havé 'been conducted Iega;ly, in fu‘l actordance
with PWG'a program and rules, duely ingpectad and approved
by the authorities, -andthat not a. single action has been taken-
during all.those years against the PWO because of theae act.-
‘Vlth‘-"ﬁ ot publications! :
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VA,SEE’ O’\TGOREN IS \ro LO‘@GLR W(TH‘. US

On \Iav 14th we Iost our fmend well«kﬂewn wrx r»r and
theatre director Vaadf Ongdren, Beria Onger sent the fol-
1owinu massagﬂ of condolence tc his relatwes and friends:

"We have heen deeply grlew'd bv the news of t%w deat‘l ok

our well loved friend Vasif (fmg*r}rer‘ It.was painful and un.
‘expected. Vasif has been creative all his life, praduging
many irnperishable works. fI» has been peraonauy active - oo

organiging many cultural’ programs of the PWQO, He wrete :

t‘ﬂe most meanmgfuT story for our children: 'The stony of

All Storjes’, Many many 't ‘n,.w children will read and i2arn
from t, we shall always cemﬂmber him v th L’;sv.a B
";'f’i‘,}v‘ct ok

5QL, ?DAQ”"?

The Solidarity Commitice for Women's Rightﬂ in Turkey,
established in Britain, has continued ity intense activities
during the last months,

On 8th of March,” Migvet Senesen from the Committee spoke
at the meeting organised by otir sigier organisativn NAW end .
stressed the importance of a general political amnesty in

Turkey. Also in March, the Committee held a fringe meeti:g

S

together with Iranian and Iraqi women at the Women's Trade:
Union Congress. Delegates to  the WTUC as well aswomen
from Greenham Common attended the meeting where que stmns
concerning the \liddle East and Turkév were taken up. i

In April, the Committee pr-ppar'f d a repor‘t on women's 51tua-
tion in Turkey and handed it to 'I‘_om__Cox, chairman of the - .
Labour group at the Council of Europe. They also gave him
verbal information at a meeting that took place on MMay 3rd.
The Committee has also sent'a letter-on the reunification of’
familigs of polmcai refugees to all British parliamentarians,
the press and rehgmus and women’s orga nisations.

During Apr‘zl and \ay, Comm;t*rﬂp membms participated as
speakers at meetings held by NAW Sheffield branch, the

WILPF, and the Southern Loriden’ Greenhan Support Group,’
giving 1nformatlon abouf rhp rurkASh WOn1en 8 srruggle for

ppacr -

1 On June Ist, INTERNATIONAL CHIL DRL:\. S DA\
the followmg poem was banned from Turklsh
school books, as being dangerous,

“The love sown in your heart by the mother

wiil blossom |
like a field of poppies.

. The hope sown jn vour.heart by the father
wwill embrace the universe,
The frightning. dark cloud wﬁi disperse,

The consciousness sown in your heart by the 3
teacher
will reach its aim,

The world will belong to you, children, J




FACTS AND FIGURES

The ruling Ozal government has been very consistent in one
subject: price hikes, According to them, in orderto "squash’
inflation, these are necessary and ''will continue in small
percentages'’. However inflation continues to soar (it reached
30% in the first five months of this year), while it ig actually
the majority of the population who are being "'squashed”,

On March 31st, the daily "Cumhuriyet’ published a table show-- .
ing the food expenditures of a family of four after the recent
hikes, The basié needs required 40,00 Turkish liras month-
ly, But only 10 days later, this sum had already gone up to
42,000 liras,

The same papsr published interviews with working women

in April about their Bome economies. All of them asked the
reporter the same question: ''How are we going to live?"

A white~collar worker, Dudu Solmaz, whose family has a
total monthly income of 82,500 lirae is asked: What do you
think of the latest rises', and she immediately begins to cry.
Then she asked fhe question again: "How can I feced my two
grown -up children and my man With this money o :

The weekly "Nokta" writes about the remarke people made
to Prime Minister Ozal during hisvisitin istanbul;

""You have destroyed ust” :

" The whole country is wretched Sir' /2 leather worker.
"Please, Mr. Ppime Ministaép, the prige of rice sxceeds
250 liars per kilo. We.are destroyediby these high costs,” -
a mother of four, % -

Ar old rnan with a long beavrd shaking his shopping bag filled
with bread, "fheir price bscame 40 lirag, We ave finished
now. Find a way vut, we voted for you Mr. Prime Minisier,
yoi keep alive,”

Do you think they will keep allve?



