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Turkey
VICIOUS VENDETTA
CONTINUES

With the first anniversary of the *‘re-
turn to democracy” in Turkey this No-
vember, military authorities have crac-
ked their whip once again by launching a
second trail against peace activists. This is
taking place despite strong criticism from
Turkey’s European allies over the vicious
sentences passed in the first trail of the
Turkish Peace Association (TPA) (see
Disarmament Campaigns, No. 31).

Last November, some ten days after
the election of a civilian government in
Turkey and on the day the first cruise
missiles were installed at Greenham Com-
mon, a martial law court in Istanbul pas-
sed sentences of between five and eight
years hard labour for 23 executive mem-
bers of the TPA. At the end of a 17-
month-long trial by a military tribunal
held under “battlefield rules,” the TPA
was found “guilty” of being a “‘conspira-
torial organisation” and “‘campaigning
to form public opinion against Turkey’s
military undertakings”, i.e., U.S. and
NATO nuclear bases.

Observers of the marathon TPA trial
described Turkey’s peace prisoners as a
“Who's Who of Turkey’s intellectual eli-
te.” The president of TPA, 66-year old
ex-ambassador Mahmut Dikerdem, was
nominated for this year’s Nobel Peace
Prize by the Socialist Group in the Coun-
cil of Europe. The nomination was also
supported by many West European groups.
About to mark his second year in jail,
Dikerdem suffers from cancer and has
had an operation during his imprison-
ment.

Another legal odyssey against the
TPA is set to begin with a second trial late
this month. The trail will involve 48 of the
TPA founding members, including such
Turkish household names as humourist
Aziz Nesin, and film stars Tarik Akinand
Genco Erkel, as well as academicians and
journalists. The most disturbing aspect of
what has been dubbed ‘‘Peace 2 trial is
the indictment of ten leading Turkish law-
yers, including almost the entire defence
team of the TPA executive.

The TPA was founded in 1977 under
the auspices of the Istanbul Bar Associa-
tion as a part of a European campaign to
monitor peace and human rights issues in
accordance with the Helsinki Accord. It
is argued that the trial was set to kill two
birds with one stone: to paralyse the TPA
executive’s continuing saga at the Mili-

tary Appeal Courtand to purge Turkey’s
prominent liberal lawyers.

In moves clearly determined at the
highest level, TPA lawyers are being dis-
barred and put on the trial stand as part
of a recent clampdown on critics of the
Turkish Regime. In August, for example,
56 leading academicians and intellectuals
were accused of breaking the law by in-
stigating a petition initially signed by
1,256 prominent Turks. Submitted to
President Evren — General Evren until
donning civilian clothes — this deferen-
tially worded document called for an end
to torture and the reinstatement of the
“full range of civil liberties and freedoms
which exist in the Western alliance of
which (Turkey) is an integral part.”

Some 3,200 Western intellectuals
have supported this petition including
former chancellors of Austria and the
F.R.G., former prime ministers of Portu-
gal and Denmark, leaders of the British
Labour and Liberal parties, peace acti-
vist Edward Thompson, author Noam
Chomsky and. others. Meanwhile the
authorities are also proceeding with the
trial of the Turkish Writers Union
(TWU), with the identical indictment as
the TPA trials. The impending disbar-
ment of the ten Istanbul lawyers has crea-
ted serious problems for all those on trial. |

The trials often bring up speeches and
activities dating to the mid-1970s —
before the advent of martial law in Tur-
key. The most common interpretation in
Turkey and abroad is that a “hard-right”
faction of the military now entrenched in
power has made a successful bid to seize
real and effective political control. Witha
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largely show-case Parliament and a “civi-
lian” government allowed only a limited
say in economic matters, it is argued that
the military — unlike previous Turkish
coups — is nowthere to stay and to reign.

Despite the fact that 178,000 people
have been detained in the past four years
following the coup and that 41,727 per-
sons have been convicted of “political
and ideological crimes,” Turkey was ad-
mitted to the Council of Europe after
successful lobbying by ““Atlanticist” con-
servatives. The Reagan administration in
particular has been lavish in its support of
the Turkish regime with increased mili-
tary aid designed to form a mini — albeit
client — military-industrial complex to
suit the country’s enhanced strategic role
as a U.S. deputy sheriff in the southeas-
tern flank of NATO.

More international action is needed
to exert pressure on the Turkish regime to
honour its international commitment to
human rights and to drop the vicious
vendetta against the elderly and ailing
TPA leadership. After all, if one member
of NATO, the Council of Europe and an
associate of the EEC can get away with
breaking these covenants, what guaran-
tee is there that they will not be broken
elsewhere in Europe? If the European
peace movements value their own liber-
ties, they should value those of their Tur-
kish counterparts.

Contact: Campaign for the Defense of the
Turkish Peace Association, /0 END, South-
bank House, Black Prince Road, London
SE17S8J, G.B.

- Jean Furtado
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