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Dear Colleague:

I am seeking co-signers on a letter to Turkish authorities
concerning the arrest and imprisonment of 23 members of the Turkish
Peace Association. Their treatment raises serious human rights and
humanitarian questions. . X

The text of the letter follows and should answer your questions.
In addition, on the reverse is a column on this subject by Colman McCarthy
which appeared in the March 18 Washington Post.

If you need further informatiom, or would like to co-sign this
letter, please call my legislative assistant, Diane Stamm, at x56451
by the close of business Thursday, March 29.

Thank you.
Sincerely,
Mel Levine
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Dear

We are writing to urge the release from prison of 23 prominent
Turks who, shortly after the election, were sentenced to between five and
eight years hard labor for their involvement in the Turkish Peace
Association (TPA). ’

The average age of the TPA's executive prisoners is over 50. They
include former ambassador Mahmut Dikerdem,. age 68 and suffering from
cancer, Orhan Apaydin, age 56, president of the Istanbul Bar Association
who has one functioning kidney and heart disease, the president of the
Turkish Medical Association, professors, former social democratic members
of the Turkish Parliament, journalists, and other equally prominent public
figures.

We note with considerable concern that the appeals procedure
in the TPA trial has been blocked by the military tribunal. We are
especially concerned about the state of the health of Mr. Dikerdem and
Mr. Apaydin. The verdicts can be regarded as de facto death sentences
for these aging and ailing men.

In addition, we are troubled by the human rights questions which
arise from the trial and imprisonment of these TPA members. It appears
that Turkey is in violation of Articles 10 and 11 of the European
Convention on Human Rights, to which Turkey is a party, which protect
the right to the freedoms of expression, peaceful assembly, and . -
association with others, and the exercise of these rights.

y We urge the government of Turkey, on both humanitarian grounds N
.~ and as evidence of its movement toward becoming a democratic society, \
\‘to immediately and unconditionally release the 23 TPA prisoners. /

Thank you for your attention to this important matter, and for
your consideration. We respectfully look forward to your early reply.

Sincerely,
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%m%&mws We write to express our concern about Mr. Orhan
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<Fin e Beroan The Congressional Friends of Human Rights Monitors
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