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Ozal’s visit to London sparks political row

By Michael Simmons

A 'SERIOUS political row
with implications for the rest
of Europe and. Nato is brew-
ing on the eve of an official
visit  to London later this
month by the Turkish Prime
Minister, Mr Turgut Ozal. He
is scheduled to arrive on Feb-
ruary 17 at the invitation of
the British Government for
three days of economic and
political talks.

Turkish officals say that
the visit. will concentrate on
Turkey’s long-standing bid to
be considered - a suitable
candidate for. membership of
the = Common: Market. This
bid - has’ ‘beeen blocked in
recent years because military
rule in-Turkey has not been
to the EEC’s liking and. be-

cause - of “~Turkey’s . persis- -

_tently -poor - human rights
record,.« A :
The = most

Thatcher "and _other ' senior
British ministers, is Turkey’s

most . controversial
issue *-for  ‘discussion, which",
" scems certain to involve Mrs

decision to go all out to
build up its own defence in-
dustry, at a estimated cost of
$20 billion during the next
few years. If these plans get
off the ground, Turkey,
which now has one of the
least well-equipped armies in
Nato, would bhecome one of
Europe’s biggest armaments
producers.

Mr Ozal, who has increased .

his powers in Turkish eco-
nomic and political policy-
making since the military
coup of September, 1980, will
be seeking confirmation of
British political backing for
the project as well as the
commitment of several of
" Britain’s biggest companies
to' take part, with manufac-
turing facilities in Turkey.
It will be Mr Ozal's first
* official visit to- a Western
country, although there  have
. been unofficial -contacts in
France, West Germany
the US.

Opposition _spokesman in
“Ankara and -London say that

and.

the new initiatives for a de-
{fence industry, which will in-
volve a restructuring of whole
sectors of the country’s ccon-
omy, are directly linked to a
pledge given by Turkey to
the European Human Rights
Commission: last. December.
In this pledge, an assurance
was given that torture would
be stopped in Turkish prisons
and that martial law would
be lifted.

In response to this pledge,
the governments of Den-

- mark, France, Holland, Nor-

way. and ‘Sweden, agreed to
drop their . case against
Turkey.

But® an estimated 20,000
political prisoners are still

-being held in Turkish pris-

Amnesty International
says -that torture is still
being used systematically,
and that the flow of com-
plaints” reaching Amnesty’s
head office continues. An of-
ficial said last night: “ Noth-
ing at all has changed since
the European® Commission

ons.

decision.”
Among those being held
arc the leaders of the

Turkish Peace Association, in-
cluding Dr Mahmut
Dikerdem, a 70-year-old for-
mer ambassador. They were
arrested in 1982, but the
trial against them has been
cancelled on technical
grounds and a fresh trial or-
dered. Government sources
say that the association has
received Soviet support.
Questions relating to the
continued detention of the
TPA leaders, and human
rights in Turkey generally, to
the coming visit of the
Prime Minister are to be
raised in the House of Com-
mons and could well be
raised in the European Par-

liament. The European Com-

mission of Human Rights
will also be pressed for evi-
dence that the Turks have
honoured the December
pledge.

Turkish opposition leaders

‘now expect that there will

be a limited amnesty for po-
litical prisoners, possibly in-
cluding the TPA, to be
announced a few days before
Mr Ozal’s trip. They also ex-
pect the demand for the
death penalty for several
hundred former trade union
activists, who have heen on
trial in Turkey for several
months already, will be
reduced to a call for 20
years imprisonment instead.
Allegations  that _ these
trade unionists, members of -
the now banned Disk organi-
sation, tried to ‘“change the
Turkish Constitution by
force” have also been soft--
ened to a charge that they
had established ‘“a secret
organisation.” Their plight is

to be raised in letters to Mrs~~

Thatcher and to the Foreign
Secretary, Sir Geoffrey
Howe, and in protests being
organised by writers . -

Among the British compa-
nies that will figure in Mr
Ozal’s talks will be GEC and
British  Aerospace,
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

An unwelcome visitor

Sir, —You  have reported
(January 11) that the prime
minister of Turkey Turgut
Ozal, will pay an.  official
visit to the UK on Monday.
This will be the first visit of
its kind to a major Western
democracy since the military
regime was established in
Turkey in September 1980.

In the meantime demo-
cratic rights and freedoms
have either been abrogated
altogether or arc under con-
stant threat in the name of
combatting “terrorism.”
Freedom of thought, of the
press and of association have
been  repressed. Educational
institutions, including the
universities have been
turned into barracks.

Intelluctuals face loss of
their jobs, imprisonment, asd
eves torture for  their
thoughts, or what they are
alleged to be thinking. Arts
and sciences are tramelled
by arbitrary and brutal
measures.

Under these conditions, it
is impossible to speak of a
democratic regime in Turkey,
all claims of a “return to
democracy notwithstand-
ing. We would therefore like
to take this opportunity to

declare our full support for
writers, artists, jurists, and
scientists in Turkey who are
being prosecuted for
‘“crimes” that, had we been

. in Turkey, we would proba-

bly have committed
ourselves.

We cannot avoid express-
ing our regret that the visit
is going to be used to bol-
ster the public image of the
Turkish regime abroad, and
thus continue to frustrate
the opposition inside the
country.

For this reason, we refuse
to be part of the conspiracy
of silence surrounding the
brutal repression of our col-
leagues in Turkey which has
made this visit possible. We
call for an end to all cases
of prosecution for “ crimes”
of thought and of the press,
the release of all those held
under arrest on such
charges, and for .the curbs
on the freedom of thought,
the press and association to
be lifted.—Yours sincerely,
Glenys Kinnock, Norman
Buchan, MP, Ken Loach, Pete
Townsend, Susannah York,
Dora Russell, Ben
Kingsley, (Prof) J. M. Marks.
London W5.

‘Friday February 14, 1086
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. @ Next Monday Turkey’s Prime

Minister, Turgut Ozal, begins a
three-day visit to Britain.
LYSANDROS PITHARAS reports
on British supporters and the
flak flying within the European
Economic Community, and
journalistic circles about the
country.

In 1983 Turgut Ozal led the Motherland
Party to power in Turkey's elections,
supervised by the army generals who
three years earlier had seized power”

It was an election where 90% of the
political parties who had previously held
seats were banned as ‘unconstitutional’. It
took place while the majority of Turkey's
trade union leaders, civil rights and peace
activists and thousands of others were in
jail.

Following the election both he and the
general who had led the 1980 coup, Kenan
Evren, claimed the result signalled that the
country had returned to democracy.
Three years on, although international
pressure has led to some relaxation of the
authoritarian grip, the wall of silence
around the political prisoners in the
country remains.

Not that the Turkish regime is without
friends in western Europe, and Britain.
One body backing Mr Ozal's government
is the Anglo-Turkish Parliamentary Group.
Prominent within it are Conservative MPs
Sir Frederic Bennet and Jim Spicer.

According to Sir Frederic the 1980
military coup was triggered by a ‘civil war

inspired and fueled by the Soviet Union.’
He has been arguing along these lines for

three years in the Council of Europer
And next year the Council is holding an

assembly in the Turkish capital, Ankara. It
will meet without the European socialist
parties who, says Sir Frederic, are
‘behaving abominably*, and boycotting the
gathering.

Jim Spicer, secretary of the Anglo-
Turkish Parliamentary Group has also been
active. At such venues as the London
Chamber of Commerce he has been
discussing the Turkish problem with
luminaries like the right-wing academic and
Times columnist Roger Scruton and
representatives of the Turkish embassy.
He is worried that Mr Ozal may be
‘misunderstood’.

Their discussions probably won't centre
on Amnesty International’s briefing paper
on the country which came out this week.

. It charges that thousands of political

prisoners are still languishing in jail, and

many are still being tortured.

Anglo-Turkish trade increased by 30%
last year. Much of the money went
towards purchases of British military
hardware.

Investigations into Turkish abuses of
human rights have run into problems.
Gwyn Morgan, a European Economic
Community representative in Ankara
recently completed taking evidence for
the human rights committee of the
European Parliament.

He forwarded the report to John
Taylor, an EEC officer working closely
with Richard Balfe, London Labour MEP,

Turgut Ozal
on the committee. The document %
inadvertently ended up on the desk of John
D Taylor, an Ulster Unionist MEP, and
member of the Anglo-Turkish
Parliamentary Committee.

John D Taylor forwarded the report to
‘the Turkish embassy in Brussels, and
accused its author of ‘gross interference in
the internal affairs of Turkey".

Back in Ankara Britain's then
ambassador Mark Russell was reported in a
conservative Turkish newspaper as saying
that despite EEC criticisms he regarded
Turkey ‘as 98% democratic'.

Press coverage of Turkey has also been
closely monitored by the Turkish
government, and has led to disagreements
between the Guardian and David
Blanchard, a freelance journalist who
covered the country for the paper.
Blanchard has now switched to the

T E

Financial Times.

Blanchard wrote some 40 articles on the
country. The Turkish embassy in London
approached the Guardian's foreign editor
Martin Woolacott. ‘I went to lunch with
Turkish embassy officials,” he explains,
‘and they brought up the subject. But |
didn’t respond. | didn't ask David to tone
down his work.

‘On the contrary, we did have debates
but they were purely journalistic debates,
about the length of stories, that sort of
thing. After David left we went through a
very difficult period when it came to news
from Turkey. It's such an isolated part of
the world, and you need someone who is a
good journalist and is above all brave. That

is why we don't run so much on Turkey *
Blanchard interprets the discussions

Jdifferently. ‘| was summoned by Martin

Woolacotr after he'd been to a lunch with
some officials from the Turkish embassy,"
he says. ‘He told me how they'd given him
copies of all 40 articles | had written—all
unfavourable to the regime. | must stress
this—Martin didn't say they had
complained the articles were untrue, just
unfavourable.

‘And then he asked me to change the
emphasis of what | did, to give it in his
words more “balance”.

‘He said instead of writing “76 year old
editor to face six year jail sentence for 20
year old article” why not write an article
on press freedom in Turkey with a bit
more ... Hmmm...balance.

‘l told him that | could not respect a
paper that gave in so easily to such
pressure ...’
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The Prime Minister of Turkey will be visiting
the UK in February to hold talks on a huge
arms deal of which Margarct Thatcher is deter-
mincd to have the lion's share, particularly after
the disappointing failurcol British firms’ in their
bid to sccure contracts for the building of the
second Bosphorus bridge. l'ormer Northern
Ireland Sccretary James Prior, who now chairs
GEC-Marconi, conlirmed (o the press in his re-
cent visit lo Turkey at the beginning of Dec-
ember that “Prime Minister Thatcher has learnt
her lesson and is now preparced to relax ECGD
credits to Turkey™ so that this time British arms
manifucturers will not be outmanocuvred by
their international competitors.

The visit, the first ofTicial one (o a major western
country, aims also to help boost the image ol
the present dictatorial regime of' Evren-Ozal in
collusion with the plans of the Reagun Admin-
istration. (In two other similar visits recently
to Germany and France, Ozal was not received
by Kohl and Fabius).

A $10bn. Worth Market

Britain's trade with Turkey has already seen a
steep rise since the generals’ coup of September
1980 (see. Dayanisma No. ) there has been un-
precedentent enthusiasm at the London Cham-
bers of Commerce and Industry qver the last
few years to organise conferences on and trips
to Turkey to age British ies 1o
take share from benevolent hand-outs from the
government of extreme monetarist Ozal whose
,policies has turned Turkey into a heaven of
investment for multinational companies.

However, what makes this coming visit to
London particularly significantis thatitcoinsides
with the opening of a new'era in the further
militarization of Turkey through the estabiish-
ment of a local military-industrial complex. In
conforming with the original aims of the coup.
The project which by now has had the seal of
approval of the western governments and finan-
cial circles is said to be worth $10bn. to be spent
over the coming 10 years. Besides, that there
will be additional purchases of sophisticated
military hardware.

OZAL'S VISIT RAISES
UK HOPES FOR LION'S

SHARE OF ARMS SALES

The multinational arms manufacturers which
are attracted (o such a bonanza, which is said
ostensibly o modernize the Turkish army and
establish a national defense industry, also set
their cyes to other potential customers in the
trouble ridden region of the Middle-East. Cheap
labour is being ollered to these companies by
Prime Minister Ozal as un-incentive to set up
their *metal-bushing™ activities in Turkey for
an casy cntry o the Middie-East market.

Completion of the Process
of Militarization

Turkey, has always been considered an unpre-
dictable partner in the western alliance (as re-
cently us last month the former sociai-democrat
Prime Minister Ecevit claimed that his govern-
ment was toppled for not allowing us spy planes
to lake-ofT from the bases in Turkey), has al-
ways been top on the agenda of NATO to secure
firmly its role as the out-post for military actions
at the nearest point to the USSR. Militarization
of the country through successive coups during
the last two decades and subsequent increases
in the dominance of the armed forces in political
life has been used to facilitate the achievement
of this goal.

In parallel to this development the army has
been turned into a big business venture under
the umbrella of OYAK (Army Mutual Assistance
Fund) with huge resources involving in activities
ranging from tourism to arms manufacture. Be-
sides, forced donations from the citizens over
the years have been flowing into colfers of
foundations set up by the three forces.

In conjunction with the decision to establish a
military-industrial complex. a new law was pas-
sed by the parliament to set up a support fund
for the Defense Industry which will bring these
foundations under a joint management to be
controlled by the army. Additional resources
1o this fund are created by new taxes (on con-
sumer goods, petrol, income) and [rom revenues
from state lottery and fees to be paid in return
for a shortened national service. There well also
be allocations from the state budget.

Government estimates that about TL. 400 bn.
(£500 m.) will be raised every year this way.
This amount will be on top of the T.L. 330 bn.
(22% of the budget) to be allocated to the army
in the 1986 budget.

It is this huge sum together with the business
security of dealing with the army that appeales
to the muitinational arms manufacturers.

Who are Chasing after the Contracts

At the forefront in the race to havea foothold
in Turkey's “military-industrial complex”™ is
General Dynamics and General Electric of the
U.S. Byoutbidding Northorp, thanksto$1.5bn.
bribe distributed among high ranking officers
and civil servants, they signed a contract for
assembling 160 F-16 fighter planes for the Air
Force estimated to cost $5bn. (see, Dayanisma).

The familiar Polypeck of Asil Nadir, on the
other hand, has . - ned a technical cooperation
agreement with Westinghouse of US to manu-
facture radar systems for these F-16s. Vestel,
established by Asil Nadir and Thorn-EM]I osten-
sibly for manufacturing colour TV twbes in
Turkey, has turned out to be an advanced pre-
paration for outmanoeuvreing their rivals in the
armement business.

Asil Nadir has also signed know-how agree-
ments with British Aerospace and Plessey and
is expecting the manufacture Rapier Missiles and
Vickers tanks. It is'said that these (arms-daya.)
will also be marketed in the Middle-Est.

According to Aviation Daily, Turkey has already
bought 72 Rapier missiles costing $400m., 36 of
which were paid by the US and installed for the
protection of the US bases in Turkey. Very re-
cently British- Aerospace sold considerable but
undeclared number of “Sea Skua” missiles to the
Turkish Navy.

“UK and US, being conscious of the im-
portance of Turkey and of their respons-
ibilities, are trying to speedly modernize
the hardware of the Turkish Army.
Alec Sansom, Marketing Director,
British Aerospace

In his visit to Turkey James Prior held discus-
sions with Turkish authorities about the sale of
Tiger Fish torpedeos to the Navy. Confident
that his company will secure the signing of this
contract against the fierce competition by the
Germans, he stated that: “GEC might consider
taeir production in Turkey”. The rivals of Tiger-
fish are American made M-48 and AEG's Sut
torpedeos.  Prior’s partner in Turkey is the
second biggest holding company of Sabanci.
In a press statement he made in London re-
cently, Sabanci said that they are hoping to
manufacture electronic systems for the Turkish
army and eventually to enter into the Middle-
East market, thus “preparing Turkey for the Star
Wars Project”.

Breakdown of the
State Budget

1981 1986
Defense %19 %22
Foreign’ Domestic
Debt % 4.2 %22

Public Investment %24 (1982) %16
Education Y%11(1982) % 8
Health % 4(1982 % 2

“While entering into the armament

industry, Turkev is gaining importance not

anly a.; Turkey but due to its position in
the region”.

Robert Lutz,

Chairman of Ford-Europe

o

“Turkev is the most loval ally of the US™
Richard Perle,

Assistant Secretary of Defense

o

“From the point of view of NATO Turkev
is primarely an our post”.
Chancellor Kohl
of West Germany

“Workers in Turkev are low paid. US arms
mantifacturers ought 1o set up armament
incusty jointhe with big private holdings
in Turkey. Wecan sell some arms to the
sricadly countries nearby from here”.
Turkish Prime Minister Ozal

Arms Manufacturers Interested in Turkey

M facturer E.

Not known
Not known

Marta (French)
Thomson (Franch)
General Dynamies 1TT
General Electric (US)  F-16

Westinghouse (US) Radars for F-16. ground
radars micro-wave radio-
link systems.

Fighter helicopters, missiles.
rockets.

MBB (FRG)

Royal Ordance
Factories (GB)
Tucano (Brazil)

Chieftain tanks.
T-27 transport pline.
Thyssen-Henschel
(FRG) Marder armoured
Vehicle chassis.
Kraus Matfei (FRG) Leopard | tanks.
Sauhey (GB)
Panhart (France)
INL (Spain)
Alwis (GB)
GKN (GB)
Westland (GB)
GEC(GB)
Dormicr (FRG)
Fiat (haly)

Armoured Vehicle.
Armoured Vehicles.

Not known

Armoured vehicles,
Armoured vehicles.

Fighter helicopters,
Missiles, electronic systems.
Missiles,

Armoured Vehicles, militany
transport equipment.

Cadillae Gaje (USAY  Armoured vehicles.

Ford (US) Missiles, transport vehicles.
MAN (FRG) Transport vehicles
Mercedes (FRG)Y Transport vehicles

Air Talia (Ialy) Military transport planes

Cosa (Spain) Military transport planes.

De Halivand, (Granada) Military transport planes.
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Amnesty International
International Secretariat
1 Easton Street

LONDON WC1X 8DJ

United Kingdom

Date: 6 February 1986

VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN TURKEY

Introduction

Although martial law has now been lifted from all but nine of Turkey's 67
provinces, Amnesty International continues to be concerned about the
imprisonment of large numbers of prisoners of conscience, widespread and
systematic torture and ill-treatment of prisoners and the imposition and
execution of the death penalty. A state of emergency, under which the
governor of the province has extraordinary powers, has replaced martial law
in 16 provinces, including Ankara, Istanbul and Izmir.

Political offences continue to be tried by military courts, even in those
provinces no longer under martial law, although some new cases are dealt

with by State Security Courts, established to try political offences committed
after 1 May 1984. Amnesty International believes that the fairness of
political trials may be affected by the difficulties which lawyers experience
in seeing their imprisoned clients and by the acceptance of statements as
evidence which are alleged to have been induced by torture. These and other
deficiencies raise questions/as to whether the trials conform to
internationally accepted standards.

Prisoners of Conscience

The exact number of prisoners of conscience in Turkey at the present time
'is not known. According to official statistics published in Cumhuriyet
newspaper of 1 January 1986, on 1 November 1985 there were 15,569 political
prisoners, of whom/Amnesty International believes at least some hundreds

to be prisoners. of conscience. Among prisoners of conscience are members
of political parties and groups, trade unionists, writers, journalists,
publishers, academics, members of the Kurdish ethnic minority and members
of religious groups. People imprisoned under Article 141 of the Turkish
Penal Code, which prohibits "membership of illegal organizations', include
those charged with membership of the illegal Turkish Communist Party and
members of other left-wing parties which had been legal until they were
banned.after the September 1980 military coup. Among them are members of
the Turkish Peace Association (TPA), the Turkish Workers' Party (TIP), the
Turkish Workers' and Peasants' Party (TIKP), the Turkish Socialist Workers'
Party (TSIP), the Teachers' Association (TOB-DER) and the Progressive Youth
Association (IGD).
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For immediatc release ‘ 14th February 1986

PRESS RELEASE

VIS1IT OF TURKISH PRIME MINISTER:'PRéTEST AT ARMS SALES TO TURKEY

Representatives of the Campaign Against Arms Trade will be going to 10 Downing Street
at 12.30 on Tuesday 18th February to hand in a letter for Mrs Thatcher, on the

occasion of the Turkish Prime Minister's official visit to the United Kingdom

The letter makes clear CAAT's opposition to arms experts, particularly to a
country with such a highly militarised regime and appalling human rights record.
It urges the British government not to grant licences for the export of British
armaments to Turkey and points cut that the co-production deals which Turkey is
secking would not create jobs for British workerg, as the armaments wculd be built

under licence in Turkey.

CAAT Co-ordinater Stephen Chappell says:

"Turkey is re-equipping its armed forces and building up its own military
industry. It seems likely ‘that Mr Ozal will use his visit to make further
links with British arms companies. We are appalled that Britain could
contemplate further arming such a regime, and send yet more weaponry to

the troubled Middle East'.

For more information contact:

Stephen Chappell 012810297 (day) 01-326 4198 (weekend and evening)
Ann reltham 01=281 0297 (day) 01-607 8565 (weekend and evening)

(Joint Co-ordinators).

Sponsors: Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, Christian Movement for Peace, Dawn, Fellowship of
Reconciliation, Londoun Greenpeace, Methodist Division of Social Responsibility, National League
of Young Liberals, National Peace Council, Pax Christi, Peace Pledge Union, Quaker Peace and
Service, Third World First, United Nations Association of Great Britain and Ireiand, Women's
International iLeague tor Peace and Freedom.

Atfiliated to: Coumittee on Poverty and the Arms Trade, Human Rights Network.
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HOWE STAYS
SILENT ON
TORTURE

Turgat Ozal’s invitation here
next week shows how defence
and commercial
considerations take priority
over human rights abuses,
reports KEVIN WATKINS

AT A GOVERNMENT reception in Ankara
last February, Sir Geoffrey Howe eulogised
the Turkish military and his host, Prime
Minister Turgut Ozal, for their success in
moving Turkey towards parliamentary
democracy and economic stability.

True, as he conceded after his return,
freedoms of expression and political
association remained restricted by Western
European standards. True, even, that much of
the country remained under martial law. Butif
Turkey were to avoid a return to the traumatic
events which preceded the September 1980
coup, when political terrorism was claiming
some 20 lives every day, the process of
liberalisation would have to be slow and tightly
controlled. ) 2

Sir Geoffrey’s supine response to the
violation of human rights in a ‘friendly
country’ was hardly a new departure. But,
since he was referring to a state with some
20,000 political prisoners, where 1,477 trade
unionists were on trial (78 of them facing the
death penalty) for their membership of an
independent federation, where 23 peace
activists were facing prison sentences of
between 5 and 10 years, and where there was
overwhelming evidence, compiled by
Amnesty and other human rights bodies, of
widespread and systematic torture, his
remarks might have been expected to arouse
some mildly critical comment in the British
media. Instead, and in sharp contrast to the
coverage of his visit to Czechoslovakia some
days earlier, there was the familiar veil of
silence which has surrounded Turkish affairs
for the past five-and-a-half-years.

An important factor has been the success of
Turkey’s principal allies within NATO — the
British, West German and US governments —
in persuading western public opinion that
(pace the European Convention on Human
Rights) normal democratic standards cannot
be applied in Turkey. This argument has been
enthusiastically endorsed by the regime in
Ankara and backed up by a massive public
relations campaign conducted through
Turkish  embassies and  sympathetic
parliamentarians in Europe, such as the
Anglo-Turkish Parliamentary Group, chaired
by Conservative MP Jim Spicer.

In effect, the British media have swallowed
the public relations case wholesale and
regurgitated a contemporary variant of

Prime Minister Ozal: business on offer

Orientalist mythology — what one Turkish
journalist has aptly described as the concept of
ademocracy d la turque.

There is the oft-repeated contention that the
elections of 1983 which brought the Prime
Minister’s hastily constructed Motherland
Party to power and the municipal elections of
March 1984 restored Turkey to the path of
civilian democracy. This was the position
adopted, despite the investigations of its own
Legal and Political Affairs Committees, by the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe when it re-admitted the Turkish
delegation in May 1984. -

Last December, the five European countries
(Denmark, France, Sweden, Holland and
Norway) which brought a case against Turkey
in 1982 for its contravention of sevenarticles of
the European Convention on Human Rights
reached a similar conclusion. Having received
assurances from Ankara that there would be
continued improvements in the human rights
situation, the plaintiff states concluded a
‘friendly settlement’ and conditionally
dropped charges.

According to Amnesty there has been no
marked reduction in the practice of torture or
other human rights violations such as
imprisonment  without trial.  Political
prisoners continue to be brought before
military tribunals to face  retrospective
charges, which have effectively criminalised
all forms of political opposition. Although the
defendants in the DISK trade union trials have
been released on bail and the capital offence
charges dropped, 62 of the defendants face
prison sentences of between 10 and 20 years,
while the union remains banned and its assets
confiscated.

Last December, the martial law authorities
in Istanbul announced that the outrageous
four-year-old case against the original Turkish
Peace Association defendants would go to a
retrial. Meanwhile, charges were brought
against another 48 TPA founding members
(including most of the defence lawyers from
the first trial) and investigations ordered into
the .affairs of 153 rank-and-file TPA
supporters afrer Ozal’s election,

)

While it is true that there has been some
liberalisation of political activity since
November 1983 it has taken place within very
tightly controlled limits. The constitution
imposed by the junta in 1982 has given the
military high command sweeping powers over
the political and culrural life of the country
which it shows no sign of relinquishing.

The second element in the public relations
case for Ozal has emphasised the need to weigh
continued human rights violations against the
stability of what.one prominent Reaganite has
described as ‘the anchor of NATO’s
vuinerable south-eastern flank.” When you ask
how Jim Spicer and the Anglo-Turkish
Parliamentary, Group justified support for a
NATO member state < with Turkey’s
lamentable human rights record, you are
bluntly informed that the British public had to
be made to realise that “political stability in an
area of vital concern to the NATO alliance is
more important than a few Turks being kneed
in the balls in prison.” Shorn of diplomatic
niceties, this has been the British and
American position throughout.

THE SEPTEMBER 1980 coup that brought
Ozal to power was warmly welcomed in
Washington. As Defence Secretary Caspar
Weinberger announced during a visit to
Turkey in December 1981: ‘The Turkish
military government has fulfilled our highest
expectations since assuming power. We
particularly admire the way in which law and
order have been restored.’

Perhaps the most important development
since the coup, however, has been the rapid
development of NATO’s nuclear warfare
capability on Turkish soil. According to a
report published in 1983 by the Headquarters
of US forces in Europe, the US nuclear
weapons mission in Turkey was put into ‘an
aggressive growth stage’ after the coup.
Currently some 500 nuclear warheads are
stored at four separate sites in Turkey, 300 of
them bombs for aircraft. Since 1980, the
number of US combat aircraft in Turkey has
doubled, from 18 to 36.

Under Article IV of the 1980 Defence
Co-operation Agreement with the US, the
Americans undertook to facilitate the rapid
development of a weapons industry and
modernisation of Turkey’s armed forces
through joint investment projects. In
December 1981, in the course of a Weinberger
visit, a high level Joint Defence Council was
established to co-ordinate the activities of
private Turkish and US corporations in
projects determined jointly by the Turkish
military and NATO and supported by the
$750m US aid budget.

The most spectacular of these joint
investment venture to date, the production of
150 F16 fighter jets and G100 engines by the
Turkish Aircraft Corporation under licence
from General Dynamics and General
Electrics, was concluded shortly before Ozal’s
election in 1983. One spin-off effect of the
massive $4.2 billion investment in the F16
project — the, largest single investment in
Turkish industrial history — has been the
development of a weapons-related electronics
industry through a company owned jointly by
the Turkish Air Force Foundation (THKGV)
and the American company Aydin.

New Statesman 14 February 1986

British firms have been queueing up to take
advantage of this rapidly expanding market for
military  equipment. Among the most
significant meetings that Ozal is expected to
hold during his visit are those with British
Aerospace, Plessey and GEC-Marconi, whose
chair, former Secretary of State for Northern
Ireland, Jim Prior, has already visited Turkey.
Apart from the prospect of more sales of
Aerospace’s Rapier missiles (73 of which have
already been sold since 1983), talks are
expected to advance on a contract for 40
Tornado aircraft and Alarm and Sea Eagle air-
to-air missile systems.

For his part, Ozal is anxious to promote
British private investment in Turkey and to
persuade the British government to step up its
efforts to have the $600 million EEC aid
embargo rescinded. Last October, despite the
opposition of conservative MEPs, the
European Parliament confirmed its decision:
to ‘freeze’ the Association Agreement with
Turkey until there was concrete evidence that
the human rights situation had improved. [
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BY JAMIE DETTMER

Ozal to ask Thatcher
to back EEC membership

THE three-day official visit to
Britain by the Turkish Prime
Minister, Turgut Ozal, next
week will mark a significant
point in the Turkish Govern-
ment’s efforts to fulfil its long-

standing aim of gaining
admittance to the European
Community.

Mr Ozal has made it clear
that the issue of EEC mem-
bership will be at the heart of
his talks with Tory Ministers,
who he hopes will help Turkey
to overcome wide European re-

sistance to  Turkish mem-
bership because of the coun-
try’s abuse of human rights.

The wisit, the first by Mr
Ozal to a Western European
country, will also include talks
about possible British involve-
ment in the Turkish Govern-
ment’s plan to build up its own
defence industry at a cost of
20,000 million dollars. The ful-
filment of such a plan would
result in Turkey becoming one
of the biggest arms producers
in Europe.

The British Government is
known to be keen for British
companies to take advantage

of the investment opportuni-
ties in the Turkish defence
industry, and British investors
will also be encouraged by Mr
Ozal to buy up shares in the
forthcoming flotations of a
large number of state-owned
industries. GEC and British
Aerospace officials are sche-
duled to have talks with the
Turkish delegation.

The planned visit has
angered a variety of groups
and organisations, including
the exiled Committee for De-
fence of Democratic Rights'in
Turkey, which is organising a
demonstration on Tuesday,
February 18, the second day of
the visit, outside the Turkish

embassy in London, and the
Socialist Group in the Euro-
pean Parliament.

Labour Euro-MP for Inner
London South, Richard Balfe,
who wrote a condemnatory re-
port on the human rights re-
cord of the Ozal Government
for the European Parliament,
has criticised Margaret
Thatcher directly for “putting
trade before a commitment to
human rights”.

Amnesty International esti-
mates that there are 20,000
political prisoners still being
held in Turkish prisons. The
Turkish Government gave ‘a
pledge last December to the
European Human Rights Com-
mission that all torture in its
prisons would end, but
Amnesty maintains that tor-
ture is still used on a systema-
tic basis.

Much international con-
troversy has centred on the
arrest and prosecution of the
leaders of the independent
Turkish Peace Association, in-
cluding Dr Mahmut Dikerdem,
a 70-year-old former ambassa-
dor. Six of the 18 leaders prose-
cuted are appealing against
their sentences of between five
and ten years.

International concern has
also been expressed about the.
prosecution of hundreds of
members of the banned trade
union, DISK, who are being
charged with attempting to
subvert the constitution.




On February 17 the Turkish Prime
Minister arrived In Britain at the
invitation of the British Government,
for three days of economic and
political talks. The issues discussed
between Mrs Thatcher and Mr Ozal
were Turkey’s entry to membership of
the EEC (Turkey Is aiso part of NATO),
the bullding up of its defence Industry
at a cost of £420 billion, and the
tainted state of human rights in
Turkey which is worrying the the
European Community. Was there any
discussion between the two prime
ministers on the fate of the women,
including members of the Turkish

. Peace Assoclation, who are political
3 prisoners in Turkey?

In just four years, from 1975 to 1979, women in
Turkey found a political voice in a national
organisation.

{lerici Kadinlar Dernegi (IKD), the Progressive
Women's Organisation, was founded on June 3rd,
1975, International Women's Year. At that time it
had only thirty members and its headquarters was
a single room in a poor district of Istanbul. In its
short legal life the organisation grew to include
15,000 members, mostly working women. They
took part in the developing trades unions,
demanding equal pay for equal work, longer
maternity leave, social security rights for daily
helpers, childcare facilities at every workplace, and
an end to child labour.

In 1979 the activities of the IKD were
suspended and the KD was completely banned. In
the following year, a military coup seized power,
and many of those women have since been
brutally silenced, others are still making
themselves heard.

Early feminist voices against centuries of
oppression were heard during the relatively liberal
and brief period of the 1908 revolution. Though
very few in numbers, these women from bourgeois
backgrounds and living in big towns like Istanbul
and Salonika wrote articles and formed women’s
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groups demanding equality. It was almost three-
quarters of a century later that the women in
Turkey were able to organise, for the first time, in
a mass women's organisation, [KD. This was an
important step in the history of the women's
movement in Turkey breaking away from the
previous tradition of ‘the women’s revolution from
above’ dominating the scene.

Women, who have been called out to work and
take up waged employment during the wars
preceding the collapse of the Ottoman Empire,
and who have participated in public life and joined
in the war effort during the National Liberation
War, returned home to breed and to feed a
growing number of children to make up for a
population depleted during the war.

In the meantime, a ‘women’s revolution from
above’ was taking place. The adoption of the civil
code in 1926, the banning of the veil and the
charsaf, equal rights in education and the granting
of equal suffrage in 1934 meant significant
changes in women's status. Yet they were all made
by the state'without consultation with women. In
fact, mass activity or participation of women in
reforms was discouraged. Despite these important
change in women's status, the reality was such that
there were very few women who actually
benefited from these reforms.

Many members of IKD found themselves
hunted by the military police for their involve-
ment in more than one outlawed organisation. The
slogan ‘Kindergartens not arms’ demonstrated the
Turkish women’s movement’s commitment to the
peace movement. When the leaders of the Turkish
Peace Association were brought to trial in 1982,
in the first NATO country to eriminalise its peace
movement, founder members of the IKD were
among them. Today Reha Isvan remains in Metris
military prison serving a sentence for eight years’
hard labour. She said in her statement to the
military court: ‘As a woman | have given birth to
life, as a teacher | have nurtured new generations
of human beings, and as an agriculturalist, | love
nature and want to enrich it. | do not want my
life’s work to be destroyed in war . . . this is why
| take my place on the side of peace. ...

As they wait women are learning that they are
not alone in their pain. Guler Demirel, whose son
is awaiting the death sentence, recorded how she
felt: ‘I met Kadir's mother in front of Selimiye
barracks. Her son had just been sentenced to death
and was now in solitary confinement. She asked
me: “Is your son also in the cell?” | then replied:
“No”. | kept thinking to myself: ’"How can she go
on living?”’. Now | am in the same position mysevlf.
Now my own son has been sentenced to death.
Now my own son is in the cell. A few days later |
read in the paper: ‘‘Kadir Tandogan has been
executed”. | felt the whole world collapse on me.
The son of that thin old woman | had seen in front
of the Selimiye barracks who had asked me: “ls
your son also in the cell?”" had been executed.
Then our conversation reeled through my mind.
On that day | had told her: “No”, but then my son
was sentenced to death and was now in the cell.’

Mothers of individual prisoners are now joining
increasingly in the demand for a general amnesty.
In 1981 two hundred women walked together in
protest to the military prison in Diyarbakir. Others
have entered the parliament buildings in Ankara.
These women were detained and became them-
selves victims of imprisonment and torture. More
recently the mothers’ protests have grown to such
a scale that they cannot be pushed out of sight and
are reported in the Turkish press. The mothers’
protests are a sign of the government’s failure to
control the population by dispersing and isolating
individuals.

Another method of state control is to
encourage members of society to conform to
standards which pose no threat. Since 1980 the
government has tolerated an Islamic revival despite
the secular tradition upon which the modern
Turkish republic was founded. Religious education
is now an important part of the national primary
school curriculum, Koran courses are mushroom-
ing unchecked, and Islamic teaching is integrated
with adult and children radio and television
programmes. This winter 3,600 women gathered
to listen to a sermon given by a Naksibendi sheikh.
They were wearing the all-enveloping ‘carsaf’ — a
sight familiar in Iran, but not in Turkey.

This gathering was a very different spectacle
from the IKD rallies which had encouraged women
to show public solidarity with each other. In 1980
women weré faced with repression for which there
was no constitutional legitimacy. Before handing
over power to a civilian 'government the military
constructed a new political and constitutional
system legalising their emergency powers. The

_elections of 1983 were presented as a return to

democracy, however the government elected was
empowered to restrict fundamental rights and
freedoms, both of individuals and associations.
Trades unions are now outlawed, so are strikes.
Suspicion of any political grouping forbids parties
to organise abroad, or form women’s or youth
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sections. The state has made itself strong at the
price of deterring the majority of society from
participating in the political process. Women who,
through IKD, had only just begun to assert their
right to be heard, have now been forced out of
earshot.

The Turkish women's movement called for ‘Kindergartens
not Arms’. They can be contacted at the Solidarity
Committee for Women’s Rights in Turkey, 32, Ickburgh
Rd, London E5 8AD.
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Ozal arrives to polish Turkey’s image

By Michael Simmons
IN his attempt to bring
wealth to Turkey, Mr Turgut

Ozal, the Prime Minister
leads from the front. His
wife is believed to have
jewel-encrusted spectacle

frames, and he likes to be
photographed eating heartily
or lounging
several homes, wearing a
custom-cut Japanese kimono.

1Ie arrives in Britain today
for a three-day official visit,
already convinced that Tur-
key’s prestige is at its high-
est ever level. President

in one of his

Reagan assured him:last year. .

of his commitment "to con-
tinue US military aid and
Mrs Thatcher and senior
ministers will doubtless do
the same this week.

Mr Ozal’s aim is to give an
image of respectability to his
country—regardless. of the
fact that martial law persists
over large areas,

ments between Islamic fun-
damentalists and diehard
nationalists, and that  for all
his efforts, Turkey still has
one of the worst human
rights records in Europe.

It remains illegal for a
publisher or _editor “to
threaten national security or
offend public. morality ” and
books, newspapers, and mag-
azines are regularly seized or
destroyed “on this pretext.
Nevertheless, though he does
not like being caricatured or
ridiculed, he seeks to present
himself as extraordinarily
tolerant. By %

Despite the lingering con-
straints of the generals, the

‘eriticism to which he is sub-

jected is a mark of creeping
democracy in Turkey. Only
three parties were authorised
by the generals to fight the
1983 elections, which
resulted in victory for Mr
Ozal’s newly formed Mother-
land Party, but others are
now emerging, with old fam-
iliar faces wearing new hats.

Mr Suleyman Demirel and
Mr Bulent Ecevit, both now
over 60, both former prime
ministers, and leaders respec-

that his -
government is beset by argu-

tively of the Justice; Party
and the Republican People’s
Party for around 20 years,
have both surfaced to try
again after being su'gp'ressed
during martial law. The Jus-
tice Party is now absorbhed

.into. one uncannily similar

called the True Path Party,
while the old Republican
People’s has become —
under the auspices of Mrs
Rahsan Ecevit while her hus-
band was barred — the Dem-
ocratic Left Party.

Both these men are once
again entering the political
arena, but Mr Ecevit, a poet
in his spare time, treads
more gingerly than the
heavyweight Mr  Demirel.
Where Mr Ecevit has tended
to write articles on relatively
consensus aspects of' the Cy-
prus question, Mr Demirel
has been. taking up space in
a  rather esoteric ' culture
journal to discuss the ratio-
nale for the 1980 coup
(which ‘deprived. him of . the
premiership). as well as cur-
rent government policies.

He has asked, as many
Turks are asking, to what
extent the generals are still
running the country and
whether they do still control
the levers of political and
economic activity.

Before martial law,. these
two politicians spent well
over a decade tearing at
each other’s political throats.
Now they are said to have
sunk their differences in a
joint pledge to rewrite the
country’s constitution, some-

thing which will be submit-
ted for approval to a
referendum if either gains
power in the elections due in
1988.

But if either even ap-
proaches office once again, it
will be a sign that Mr Ozal’s
attempts to  “ depoliticise
politics ” in the national in-
terest have not succeeded.
In a country where every cafe
and coffee bar is a hotbed of
political - debate, such at-
tempts are seen as ridiculous
anyway.

Turkey’s adherence to
Nato and its determination
one day to join theg EEC de-
spite violent objections that
are regularly coming from
Greece, were not in dispute
in Washington and will be
heard courteously in London.
The Cyprus question will
also be discussed.

His critics say that if ad-
herence to Nato is the same
as lip-service to the US and
the International Monetary
Fund, then it is not in
doubt, but that EEC
memberhip has to be seen
as, at best, a long-term pros-
pect. Mr Ozal has also devel-
oped diplomatic and
commercial links with Is-
lamic countries, ]

Trade relations with Brit-
ain are currently buoyant
and if the talks with British
defence equipment manufac-
turers are fruitful could be-
come even more $0.
Exchanges were worth about
£1,000 million last year.
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Turkey—hiding fascism behind

BY EXTENDING an official
invitation to Turkish Premier
Turgut Ozal, the British Tory
government has put itself in
a unique position of support
for the fascist dictatorship.

Although in a bid to gain
Western credibility Mr. Ozal has
already visited West Germany
and France, both Chancellor
Helmut Kohl and Prime Minister
Laurent Fabius, the heads of the
respecme governments, refused
1o receive the Turkish military-
backed leader.

Not so Mrs. Thatcher—she is
welcoming Mr. Ozal with open
arms. As a result she has be-
come the only Western Euro-
pean leader to bestow formal
blessing on the regime.

For the British government,
which has conveniently ignored

the abrogation of human rights

in Turkey, the visit presents an
opportunity for more arms sales
and increased access to Turkey's
cheap labour market :

Not for the “iron lady” is
there any concern that Turkey
continues to occupy illegally
over a third of the sovereign
Commonwealth state of Cypru.

Denial of rights

Labour’s shadow cabinet de-
fence spokesman Donald Ander-
son says that this backing for
the Turkish regime means “the
British government is known as
one which supports regimes that
do not match up to European
values.”

Only last week Mrs, Thatcher
received a copy of an Amnesty
Intemanonal report which de-
tailed “the widespread and flag-
rant denial of hum:m rights” in
Turkey.

Indeed while" human rights in
Turkey have been trampled on
more and more since the fascist
military coup of September 12
1980, so British trade with Tur-
key has increased several fold.
. For the Tories, this week’s
invitation marks the climax of
a campaign in support of the
Turkish government which has
earned them the reputation of
being the regime’s biggest

backers in the European Parlia- .

ment and the Council of Europe.
Although the military regime
has tried to hide behind a facade

fascist leaders of the coup re-
main in control.

The generals who ruled the
country in the first three years
may have taken off their uni-
forms, but they are still present
as members of

defend the constitutional nghts

Martial law has been replaced
by an equally repressive state of
emergency. As a result,
trade unionists from the Turkish
federation DISK

Turkey_s Prlme Min lster Turgut 0zal.

remain on trial. So do the
leaders of the Turkish Peace
Association,

Thousands of political pri-

soners remain behind bars, over

100 people are known to have
been tortured to death since the
coup and 84 patriots currently
face death unless the sentences
imposed on. them by a military
court are not endorsed by the
assembly,

In fact the new constitution

ado ted in has been a

behind which hundreds of
represslve laws have been
enacted and rubber stamped by
the assembly.

However, it_has been enough
to fool five EEC member states
(France, Norway, Denmark,
Sweden and the Netherlands)
who withdrew their case t

Intematlonal arms dealers’ nklng in the proﬁts are only too eager to aud Ankans vicious war against democratic
forces in Kurdistan.

ing the country down the road
to democracy.

The recent softening of atti-
tudes toward intellectuals and
peace paigners who have

Turkey before the European
Court of Human Rights after
the regime had promised to end
“systematic torture.”

Rather than move toward
democracy the fascist govern-
ment is increasing its repres-
sion.

Mr. Ozal himself is on record
as saying that his party was a
product of the September 12
coup illustrating the hypocrisy of
the claims he has made of lead-

been on trial is not due to any
democratic intentions by the
government, say Turkish soli-
darity activists in Britain.

They point to “exemplary in-’

ternational solidarity by demo-
cratic forces in Europe” as the
decisive factor in ‘pressurising
the regime led by President
Kenan Evren, the architect of
the 1980 coup.

British trade unionists, peace
activists and intellectuals hold a

facade of democracy

Foreign editor ROGER TRASK talks to representatives of the Turkish
magazme Dayanisma ahout what lies b ehind this week’s visit to Britain of

particularly honourable place in
building this solidarity.

Imprisoned peace campaigners
in Turkey are receiving 200
letters every day from their
friends in DBritain, say the
activists.

A special tribute is paid to
the 31 British trade union

" general secretaries whose soli-

darity action resulted in the
state prosecutor in the DISK
trial dropping his demand for
the death penalty.

Earlier this month, 59 Turkish
intellectuals were  acquitted
after a two-year-long trial on
charges of signing a petition,
after some 3,200 prominent in-
tellectuals, many of them British,
had called for their release. .

Torture

That the human rights abuses
reported by Amnesty Internat-
ional contmue. that political and
trade wunion life is savagely re-
stricted, and that torture and
other rermsswe methods are
commonplace appears to be of
little regard to the Tory govern-
ment.

The Tories see in Turkey an
opportunity  for vast profits
where, as a result of IMF in-
spired extreme monetarist poli-
cies, real wages have dropped 50
per_cent since the coup.

The president of the American

" Express bank has called the

country “a heaven for multi-
national companies.”

Mr. Orzal said several times
before his visit that he would be
in London “to sell Turkey” to
British capital, particularly to the
arms manufacturers.

After eomplezinf the militaris-
ation of political life the regime
is now on course to militarise
the Turkish economy.

- The Turkish border with the
Soviet Union is the longest of
any NATO country, and the
domestic infrastructure is now
'being restructured for the pur-

pose of creating a powerful and
aggressxve military force to be

used to defend the NATO's in-
terests in the region.

The project, valued at a col-
ossal 10 billion dollars, has the
seal of approval of Western g0V
ernments and financial circles.

The multinational arms manu-
facturers are attracted to the
scheme like flies to excrement.

Ostensibly the purpose is to
* modernise the Turkish army and
establish a national defence in-
dustry — but for the multi-
nationals it also means another
route to potential customers in
the trouble-torn Middle East.

On top of that there is the
vicious war Ankara is waging
with Iraq against democratic
popular forces in Kurdistan to
fuel arms profits—to say nothing
of the occupatxon of Northern
Cyprus.

The British government and
the arms companies are looking
for a big share of this bonanza,
with the profits and face-saving
jobs it would create for the
likes of GEC, British Aerospace,
British  Ordnance  factories,
Vickers and even Westland.

Former British minister JTames
Prior MP, who is now chairman
of GEC-Marconi, is one of those
leading the way.

He reflected on a visit to
Ankara in December that British
firms had been disappointed over
their failure to win the contract
for the building of the second
Bosphorus bri

But he conﬁrmed that “Prime
Minister Thatcher has learnt her
lesson and is now prepared to
relax ECGD (Export Credit
Guarantee Denartment) credits
to Turkey.”

Now British arms manufac-
turers will not be out-man-
oeuvred by their international
competitors, he suggested.

Such brazen disregard by the
Tory government and its friends
for the fate of the Turkish
people calls for a massive pro-
test against this week's four-day
visit,

Mass solidarity action can

start to call a halt to this hor-
rendous arms trafficking, strike
a blow for all Turkish democrats
and leave Mr. Ozal with the clear
view that his government is not
welcome in Britain.
@® Dayanisma is the Turkish
paper supported by solidarity
committees for trade union. rights
and democracy, peace, intéllect-
uals and women,
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Turkish dictatorship bans
Benn’s lecture on peace

By MIKE AMBROSE
TURKEY’S military dictator-
ship yesterday banned Labour
MP Tony Benn from giving a
lecture on peace and demo-
cracy at Istanbul University —
less than 24 hours before the
Turkish premier’s official visit
to Britain.

The  Turkish  dictatorship
banned all public meetings in
Istanbul today in their move to
stop Mr. Benn speaking at the
meeting tonight, which had been
organised by EKIN, a broad
organisation supported by
former senators and a wide
range of Turkish intellectuals.

The ban will increase Labour
anger at the government’s deci-
sion to entertain Turkish Prime

Minister Turgut Ozal in London
for three days.

Mr. Benn was disappointed
but not surprised yesterday
afternoon when told that the
Turkish authorities had can-
celled the meeting.

“They are very worried about
the growing demands for free-
dom,” he said. “The ban vividly
underlines the lecture’s theme
of the need for peace and demo-
cracy, and the lessons will not
be lost on the public here or in
Turkey.”

The Labour MP for Chester-

field condemned the trials being .

held in Turkey of ‘peace acti-
vists and fighters for democracy,
and questioned whether Britain
should be connected in NATO
with a government which was a

military dictatorship and had
banned many forms of demo-
cratic activities.

The  Thatcher government
appears to have no scruples
about dealing with the dictator-
ship. It appears intent on
using the visit to push the sale
of British military equipment,
some of which could be used
against the Turkish people.

The GKN group is seeking to
sell armoured personnel carriers
to the diltatorship, while a num-
ber of British arms manufac-
turers want to set up joint ven-
tures in Turkey.

Turkish Defence Minister Zeki
Yavuzturk is expected to hold

. talks about buying Rapier

ground-to-air missiles, as well as
buying 40 Tornado combat
planes.

In ANKARA, British ambas-
sador Sir Mark Russell said Mrs.
Thatcher was likely to back the
Turkish government’s bid for
closer ties with the Common
Market, but would not encourage
an early membership application.

Labour MP Roland Boyes.
chairman of the Turkish Peace
Association, last night said they
would be making a protest that
something which “is little more
than a terrorist dictatorship” re-
fused to allow a British MP to
speak.

He said that when Labour
leader Neil Kinnock meets Mr.
Ozal on Wednesday ‘“he will
make very clear to him our
serious reservations about the
absence of freedom and democ-
racy in Turkey.”
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Tribune slams Ozal"*--,.,:

By MIKE AMBROSE
The Tribune group of Labour
MPs last night condemned as
“disgraceful” Britain’s decision
to be the first Western European
country _to invite Turkish dic-
tator Turgut Ozal.

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 18 1986

Lahour ‘MPs
urge Turkish
torture prohe

By MIKE AMBROSE
NEARLY 100 Labour MPs have
signed a motion urging the gov-
ernment to raise the question
of torture in Turkey with
Turkish Prime Minister Turgut
Ozal, who arrives in Britain
today.

They express concern at the
persecution of trade union and
peace activists in Turkey, and
note that torture is still con-
tinuing in the regime’s prisons
and police stations,

TUC general secretary Norman
willis has pointed out that
leaders and members of the
banned Turkish trade union
centre DISK have been im-
prisoned for “normal trade
union activities. which should be
fully accepted in any decent
civilised country.”

A military court in Istanbul
ordered the release of six of
12 leaders of the Turkish Peace
Association when their retrial
began yesterday on a charge of
seeking to overthrow the state.

The 12 were among 23 mem-
bers of the Peace Association
sentenced to between five an
eight years in 1983 but now re-
tried on the ground that the
case had not been sufficiently
investigated. :
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Faruk ZABCI

ONDRA, (Hiirriyet)-Bas-
bakan Turgut Ozal'in

. Londra ziyaretinin gizli tutulan

programi, Londra'da faaliyet
gdsteren yasadigi sol &rgfitlerin
eline gegince, alinan tiim gii-
venlik onlemleri sifira indi. %j
durumda Ingiliz polisi git
venlik  dnlemlerini artirnken
basta stanbul Emniyet
Miidiirii Unal Erkan olmak
izere 16 kiyihk bir giivenlik
ekibinin - Londra’daki Tiirkiye
Biiyiikel¢iligi konutu yakinin-
daki bir otele yerlesmesi ve An-
kara Emniyet Miidiirii Ali
Akan'in Londra'da bulunmas:
dikkat gekti.

Bagbakan Turgut Ozalin
Londra’ya ayak bastigi andan
itibaren kaldig1 otelden, yapa-
cag1 temaslara kadar tiim prog-
ramin ayrintilariyla bildigi an-
lagilan alti sol kurulusun olus-
turdugu Sol Bidik'in, Ozal'in
ingiltere’den aynlmadan &nce
yapacagt basin konferansiyla
ayni saatte bir karsit basin top-
lantisi diizenlemesi, giivenlik
skandalini ortaya ¢ikardi. Ba-
sin toplantist haberini alan
Hiirriyet muhabiri, Turgut
Ozal''n  temasta bulunacag
yerlerde orgiitlerin gosteriler
hazirladiklarini, basta Marga-
ret Thatcher olmak iizere go-
riigme yapilacak ilgililere dilek-
celer vereceklerini saptadi.

Tiirkiye Isci Partisi, Tiirki-
ye Sosyalist Is¢i Partisi, Tiirki-
ye Komiinist Partisi, Tiirkiye
Kiirdistan Sosyalist Partisi,
Tiirkiye Kiirdistaa Oncii fsci
Isci Partisi ve Tiirkiye Komii-
nist Emek Partisi’nden olusan
yasadis1 Sol Birlik, Ozal’a kars:
baslatilan  kampanya gerceve-
sinde bildiriler basarken, Ingi-
liz dayamigma Oorgiitlerinin de
protesto gosterilerine katilacak-
lar1 dgrenildi. Kraliyet Uluslar-
arasi lligkiler Enstitiisii 6niinde
carsamba giinii Ozal'in konus-
masini yapacagi 12.00 ile 14.00
saatleri arasinda Avrupa Niik-
leer Silahsizlanma (frgiitleri.
bir gosteride bulunacak. Niik-
leer Silahsizlanma Genel Sek-

reteri Meg Beresford'un da
gostericiler arasinda olacag:
bildirildi.

Uluslararasi Af Orgiltii de
Basbakan Margaret Thatcher’a

bir Tiirkiye dosyas1 vererek,
Tiirkiye’de insan haklarimn
cignendigini, cezaevlerindeki

durumu ve fikir 8zgiirligi ko-
nusundaki sikiyetlerini bildir-
di.

Basbakan Turgut Ozal'in,
Margaret Thatcher’t ziyaretin-
den once saat 11.30'da Ingiliz
sendikacilarin, Ingiliz Bagba-
kan'a Tiirkiye'deki sendikal
haklarla ilgili bir protesto mek-
tubu verecekleri dgrenildi. In-
giliz 1s¢i Sendikalan Konfede-
rasyonu (TUC) Yonetim Kuru-
lu {Jyesi Alex Kitson ve Tiirki-
ye’de Kadin Haklann ve De-
mokrasiyle Dayamsma Komi-
tesi Bagkami Barbara Switzer'in
de mektup verecekler arasinda
bulundugu haber alindi. Bu
arada TUC Genel Sekreteri
Norman'Willis'in- de. Dagisleri

Bakan: Sif Geoffrey Howe’a bif .

mek tup 'y Azdigr iler stirilda.
Aralarinda Tirkiye'de Sen-
dikal Haklar ve Demokrasiyle
Dayamiyma  Komitesi'nin  de
bulundugu gesitli - dayamgma
orgiitlerinin yayinladig ortak

bildiride ise 12 Eylil'den bu
yana ilk kez bir Tirk Bagba-
kani'nin bir Avrupa iilkesinden
kabul gdérdiigiine dikkat geki-
lerek, su gdriislere yer veriliyor:
“*Muhafazakar Parti Hiikiime-
ti, bu kabulle Tiirkiye'deki reji-
mi aklamak niyetindedir. Tiir-
kiye'de rejimin genel karakte-
rinden degisen nedir? Iskence
sistematik bir bicimde siirmek-
tedir. 113 kisinin iskence sonu-
cu oldiigii Meclis'te bile agik-
lanmistir. 84 kisinin idama
mahkim oldugu, S bin kisinin
idam tehdidi ile karsi kargiya
kaldigi iilkede, genel politik bir
al ¢tkarmamakta direnen Ozal
Hiikiimeti bastadir."

Bagbakan Ozal’a, Ingiltere
ziyareti sirasinda Milli Savun-
ma Bakani Zeki Yavuztiirk ve
st diizeyde yoneticiler eslik
ediyor. Bagbakan Ozal'in dort
giinlik Londra gezisine ¢ok sa-
yida Turk isadami ve gazeteci
de katiliyor

Bagbakan Thatcher bugiin
Bagbakan Qzal ve esi onuruna
bir aksam yemegi verecek.

Ozal basta Thatcher olmak
iizere Digigleri Bakan Vekili
Baronness Young, Ticaret ve
Sanayi Bakam Paul Channon,
Maliye Bakami Nigel Laxson,
Savunma  Bakami  George
Younger ile goriisecek.

- BBC Radyo ve Televizyonu
i¢cin iki aynn miilakat verecek
olan Ozal, Ingiliz gazete editor-
leri ile de 19 Subat sabahi bir
araya gelecek.

Kraliyet Uluslararas: liski-
ler Enstitiisii Baskarm1 Tugen
Hard ve Ingiltere Bankas: Yo-

- netim Kurulu Bagkan: da Ozal

onuruna vemek verecekler.
Ozal, Ingiliz muhalefet partile-
ri bagkanlari ile de goriisecek.

Londra'daki ikili resmi go-
rigmeler sirasinda  Tiirkiye-
AET iligkilerinin normallesti-
rilmesi ve Tiirkiye- Ingiltere
ikili ekonomik isbirliginin ge-
listirilmesi konulan ele alina-
cak.

Tiirk tarafi Ingiltere’nin
baz1 Tiirk ihra¢ drdnleri ve
dzellikle de tekstile koydugu
kotalardan du,dugu_ hosnut-
suzlugu goériigmelerde giindeme
getirecek.

Basbakan Ozal ve berabe-
rindekiler 20 $ubat’ta yurda
dénecek.

Sl




ISTENMEYEN ZIYARETGI
& Ozal'in ziyareti Sncesi aralarinda muhalefet
lideri Kinnock’un esinin de bulundugu bir
grup milletvekili bir bildiri yayinlatarak,
Ozal'l “istenmeyen ziyaretgi” ilan ettiler

® jtalyan savei “Ancak mantiki tesbitlerde
suglama igin yeterli” dedi

33 YIL SONRA

@ 1953 yilindan bu yana ingiltere'yi ziyaret
eden ilk Turk Bagbakani Ozal'in yaninda Ze-
ki Yavuztirk Pakdemirli ve Yusuf Ozal’da
var

CiDDI IMTIHAN

@ Yaninda 40 igsadami, 20’si basin mensubu
90 kisilik bir heyetle Ingiltere’de bulunan
Basbakan’i ciddi bir imtihan bekliyor

33 YIL SONRA

1953 yilindan bu yana ingjltere’yi ziyaret -

eden ilk Turk Bagbakan’i Ozal'in yaninda
Zeki Yavuzturk Pakdemirli ve Yusuf Ozal da

var
( HABERI 10. SAYFADA )
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he arrived for three days of talks with ministers.

The 'I‘uish prim minister, Mr urgut Ozal, being greeted by Lord Whitelaw at Heathrow airport yesterday when

Picture by Frank Martin
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] Thatcher backs Ozal’s overture to EEC

By Michael Simmons

MR Turgut Ozal. the Turkish
Prime  Minister, continued
his controversial official visit
to  Britain  yesterday’ unde-
terred by protests and poti-
tions against his ‘country’s
human rights reeord. e
made two calls at Downing
Street, where Mrs Thatcher
gave qualified © support for
latest Turkish. moves to get
closer to the Common
Market,

EEC

Although foreign

ministers are now making
encouraging  noises  about

reviving Turkey’s association
agreements, Greece’s strong
reservations would clearly be
expressed.

But the Government'’s
c¢hief concern during the
visit is to foster closer bilat-
cral relations with a country
seen as an important Nato
ally. To this end, the second
call at Downing Street was
rounded” off with a dinner
party given by Mrs Thatcher,

-and it

attended by sonim"_ Cabinet

ministers and top
industrialists,

Mr Ozal, buoyed hy the
EIXC moves in his favour,

has heen sounding out sec-
tors of British industry
which might be
participate in developing new
defence industries in Turkey,
is beliveed that last
night’s guest list was heavily
weighted in  this  direction.
ILarlier, he had talks with
the Chancellor of the Exche-

willing to

quer, Mr Nigzel Lawson. ,
Security for Mr Ozal's vi

has  been  extraordinar,
tight, with details of I
schedule shrouded L.

seerecy.

Police reinforcements were
sent to handle a demonstra
tion yesterday outside e
Turkish embassy, addresse
by members of the Labour
Party who have heen
strongly opposed to the visit,
largely  because of  human
rights.
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SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE

FOR TRADE UNION RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY N TURKEY

Chairperson: Alex Kitson 32 Ickburgh Poad
London ES 3AD

I'rs largaret Thatcher,

Prirme minister
10 Dovming street

London 3¥1

18th Fedruary 198€

Dear !rs Thatcher,

I would like to express to you our cdeep regret for inviting T Ozal

inister of the fascist regime in Turkey enabling him to zay his first visit %o

<

a Western couniry.

Zcest

(8]
"

The facts clearly show that the so-—callsc steps towards derocrmicy have not ¢

<re essence of the regine. In Turker tocday, 2 seminar organised 5y a well-known

cublishins company, to Ce attended also 5r/a prominent meember of the 2ritish

)

Parliament, could be banned at a stroke by civilian authorities in Istanoul where
“artial Law had been lifted a while azo. Cnly vesterday, a military cour% on the
continuation of the imprisonment of & prominent intellectuals for their involvement
in the Turkish Peace Association while génveniently enabling “r Ozal to argue

that < other defendants were released.

The Amnesty International Report dated &th February 1S&€ gives the latest acoount

3

of the numan rights violations with exarmples of systematic torture in Turkey.

ecarcdinz the trade unions, the notorious JISI

1477 trace unionists continaues to te a2 serious

for the lzbour mcvenent destite cropzing ste 4 - X
The ,':x;esent trade union legislation, far from complying with minimal international
standarts, was prepared in total disregard of the criticisms of ILO. The restoration
of basic trade union rights has become the primary concern of the trade union

movenent.

Apart from the tragic state of human rights and democratic {reedoms in Turkey, the
representative capacity of lir Ozal_,' his Government and the present Turkish Parliazent
is questionable. The general ele‘i‘:tions neld in November 1283 was described by the
Parlianentary Assenmbly of the Council of Europe as not reflecting. the free will

of the people due to severe restrictions and bans imposeé by the generals.

We telieve that the majority of the British people woulZ not approve the political
ané economic sugport given to such a regime and the sale of armas to it some of

which aight well be used against the peoples of Turkey.

Yours faitnfully,

2L

Alex tson

Chair -




ABMNSI- Campalgn Against Arms Trade
11 Goodwin Street,
London N.4. 3HQ
>
mnn[- 18th February 1986

Margaret Thatcher MP
Prime Minister

10 Downing Street
London SW1

Dear Mrs Thatcher

We are writing to express our concern at the official visit of Mr Turgut Ozal,
the Turkish Prime Minister. According to press reports, a major purpose of

Mr Ozal's visit is to discuss purchases of military equipment from Britain. The
Campaign Against Arms Trade works against all arms sales but we are particularly
concerned when sales are made to councries, such as Turkey, with bad records on
human rights.

Amnesty International has said the Turkish government shows 'a consistent pattern
of gross violationms of human rights". Even if none of the purchases Mr Ozal is
discussing can directly be used against the people of Turkey, and many items from
tanks to computer equipment could be, any arms deal must act as a stamp of
approval for the Turkish government. Such deals do not help those in Turkey who
are struggling for democracy.

It is disappointing that British firms emcourage arms purchases by Turkey by such
means as the visits of Sir James Lygoé of British Aerospace and James Prior MP of
GEC. If the latter firm does sell their Tigerfish missiles it will not even help

the employment situation in Britain as it is reported that the missiles would be
made under licence in Turkey. ¥ { -

We are indeed concerned by reports that Turkey is looking to expand its own
military industry. As you know, many people in Turkey are very poor. Health care
is often basic while women in particular live hard lives without the amenities
taken for granted in Britain. The Brandt Commission said "more arms don't make
the world safer, only poorer', so it is sad that the Turkish government 1is
choosing to use its resources to build up its armaments industry instead of secking
to meet its pressing development needs. And yet more arms to the troubled Middle
East can do nothing to make the world a safer place, for those living in that
region or elsewhere.

We hope you will take the opportunity of Mr Ozal's visit to make clear Britain's
disapproval of the current Turkish government's policies. In particular we urye
you not to grant licences tor the export of military equipment to them.

Yours sincerely

Simon Bacond M/% L»Qm Sbuotatat

Simon Barrow Derek Jackson Lilian Studdert Heathiz/Swail s
Steering Committee Members ; ”{ ‘
\?%%} e (:L\¢1 N ’FEAJ\AQJH )

QTH [

Stephén Chappell Ann Feltham
Joint Campaign Co-ordinators

Sponsors: / Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, Christian Movement for Peace, Dawn, Fellowship of
Reconciliation, London Greenpeace, Methodist Division of Social Responsibility, National League
of Young Liberals, National Peace Council, Pax Christi, Peace Pledge Union, Quaker Peace and
Service, Third World First, United Nations Association of Great Britain and Ireland, Women's
International League for Peace and Freedom.

Y T S S P ) o s

Comms € taee e Vovervty gnd the Arme Trade, Human Rights Network.




— Women’s

Int@rnatzonal L@(lgll@ ‘ INTERNATIONAL HEADQUARTERS BRITISH SECTION
1 Rue de Varembé, CP28, 17 Victoria Park Square,
fOT P(?aCe 1211 Geneva 20, London E2 9PB
Switzerland Tel: 01-980 1030

and Freedom

Founded at the Hague in 1915 i
Consultative Status B with United Nations, ECOSOC, UNESCOQO, & UNCTAD, Special Consuitative Relations with FAO, 1LO & UNICEF

The Rt Hon Margaret Thatcher, MP
Prime Minister
10 Cowning Street

London SW1 - 18 February 1986

Lear Mrs Thatcher,

We are writing ta you to express our grave ccncern that the British Government,
by welccming the Prime Minister of Turkey, Turgut Ozal, on an official visit to
the United Kingdom, and by being the first Furopean government to honour Mr Ozal
in this way, may appear to condcne the ccntinuing violations of basic human

rights in Turkey and to bestow upon the Turkish Government a respectability which
it dces not deserve.

The long trial of memters of the Turkish Peace Asscciation ccntinues, with
twelve memters still in prison, including Mrs Reha Isvan, who is being kept in
a military prison, and whose "crimes" consist of having promoted peace and the

rights of women. The trial of memters of the Progressive Women's Organisation
which started in 1983 still ccntinues.

Amnesty International continues, as it has for several years, to receive reports
of the imprisonment of large numbers of prisoners of ccriscience; the widespread

and systematic torture and ill-treatment of political prisoners; and the imposition
and use of the death penalty. A Turkish VP, Cuneyt Canver, recently listed in

the Turkish Parliament the names of 113 people who had died under torture while

in detention or prison under the present Government.

Richard Balfe, MEP, in his report for the European Parliament on human rights in
Turkey, based cn an extensive visit in May 1985, corcluded that systematic torture
was being practiced, that trials were nct conducted fairly, and that Turkey still
fell far short of "complying with the mcst elementary standards". The European
Parliament on the basis of the evidence presented voted cn October 23rd against
resuming relations with Turkey until the 1988 general elections.

Is the British Gcvernment really prepared to sweep aside all the evidence against
the Turkish Government, and to assist Turkey in establishing a national "defence"
industry and to promote the Turkish cause with the rest of Britain's European

partners? We find it deplorable that such a ccurse of action should apparently
te contemplated.

We fervently hope that you will impress upon Mr Czal the necessity as far as the
British Government is concerned for the Turkish Government to fulfill now its
promise to France, Norway, Sweden, Denmzrk and the Netherlands, when they withdrew
the complaints they had filed with the Furopean Commission on Humzn FRights of
violations of Articles 3, 5, 6, 9, 10 and 11 of the Furopean Convention of Human
Rights, to declare a general amnesty; to end the trials of members of the Turkish
Peace Association, the Progressive Women's Organisation and cthers; and to make

Please Reply to:—




Mrs Margaret Thatcher -2~ 18 Febtruary 1986

a start towards the establishment of genuine demccracy in Turkey.
Yours sincerely,

Ann Clwyd, MP

Jenny Edwards, prospective Parliamentary candidate

Cloria Frankel, Women's International League for Peace & Freedcm
Jan Martin, National Peace Council

Margot Miller, Women's Peace Alliance

Oonagh NMclonald, MP

Barbara Switzer, AEUW/TASS

Carole Tongue, MEP

Fiona Weir, European Nuclear Cisarmament




EUROPEAN NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT
11 Goodwin Street, London N4 3HQ Tel: 01-272 9092

The Rt, Hon Margaret Thatcher, MP

Prime Minister

10 Downing Street

London SW1. : 19th February 1986

Dear Prime Minister,

On behalf of European Nuclear Disarmament we wish to call your attention to the
plight of our friends in the Turkish Peace Assoc1at10n and to request that you
relay to the Turkish Prime Minister Turgut Ozal our protests.

Your government is the first in Europe to welcome the Turkish Prime Minister on
an official visit. The Turkish government is seeking approval for its so-called
'return to democracy' and acceptability as a member of Nato. However, the situa-
tion in Turkey today, in relation to human rights#isVstill unacceptable in a
Nato ally and member of the Council of Europe. Martial law is in force in many
areas of the country. The Turkish government's own: figures of Nov. 1985 show
that there are 15,000 political prisoners in and the abuse of human rights is
widespread. In December 1985 Denmark, France, Holland, Norway and Sweden

dropped the case that they had brought against Turkey at the European Commission
on Human Rights in exchange for assarances that the human rights situation would
improve, but it has not.

The case of the Turkish Peace Association illustrates quite clearly the abuse of
human rights that continues in Turkey. Four years after arrest, six members of
the TPA Executive are still in prison. Eighteen members of the TPA have been
given sentences of from five to ten years. The military prosecutor has been
unable to produce any evidence at all against the TPA and yet the so-called
trial grinds on and on. British barristers who have observed the trial have
reported that the proceedures make a complete mockery of all standards of
Justice. The celebrated American writer, Arthur Miller, after returnlng from
Turkey last spring said: 'There isn't a Western lawyer who could come to this
country and see what is happening in these military courts who would not groan
with despair.'

We ask you therefore, to take up with Prime Minister Ozal the issue of the treatment
of members of the Turkish Peace Association and the abuse of their human rights,

and to inform him that in the name of the civil liberties to which Turkey is
committed as a member of the Council of Europe and Nato the Turkish government

must :—

1. Release from prison all members of the Turkish Peace Association

2. Drop all charges against members of the TPA.

Yours faithfully,

s
St N M?“W‘")/“ Mo Weais

E. P. Thompson Peter Crampton John Mepham Moira Weaver

Co—oxfdiraating Chair‘person Chair END F &GP END Office Admin,
Committee Member of END
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help on
‘reactor deal

By David Barchard in Ankara

THE TURKISH Prime Minis-
ter, Mr Turgut Ozal, arrives
in Britain today on his first
official visit to a Western
European country, hoping
for industrial co-operation
between Turkey and the UK
in projects ranging from
nuclear energy to highway
construction, and defence.
~In an finterview on the eve
of his departure for London,
Mr Ozal referred to the
British stake in a nuclear
power plant project at
Akkuyu on the Mediterra-
nean to he buiit hy AECL of
Canada in a consortium with
NEI-Parsons of the UK which
is to make electrical generat-
ing “equipment - for the
planned. 635 Mw power
station.

The Canadian Government
is believed to be close to turn-
ing down the project which
would be constructed as a
Joint venture under the
“huild operate-hand over”
model which Mr Ozal is try-
ing to get Western suppliers
and bankers to adopt.

European financing, orga-
nised by Standard Chartered
for Nei-Parsons is thought to
be in place, but the Canadian
Government has requested
sovereign guarantees on
C$900m (£475m). Mr Ouzal
may ask the British' Govern-
ment to use its influence with
the Canadians not to turn
down the project. But he
warned that he would not
consider sovereign guarantees
for power stations bhuilt on
the joint venture model.

Mr Ozal said Britain had a
major head start in landing
Turkish ‘defence contracts.

British business might be
interested in a series of
motorway: contracts stretching
from the Bulgarian border at
Edirne through to Ankara, he
said. A consortium led hy
Arup and Enet of Turkey was
recently awarded a super-
vision contract by the Turkish
state highways, Balfour
Beatty of the UK is negotiat-
ing a contract to hujld a
stretch of highway from Izmir
to Salihll. Foreign consor-
tiums have heen. told that
they must find the financing
necessary for each stage of
the motorway.

The total cost of the motor-
way projects at present being

discussed is thought to bhe

around $1.83bn (£928m).

Mr Ozal said he had set up
a study group to resume the
schedule of tariff cuts under
Turkey’s nearly defunct asso-
clation agreement with the
EEC. “There have heen no
cuts since 1975 but we have
the - intention- to make cuts
this year.”

He said he thought Turkish
Industry was hetter ahle tn
withstand competition inside
the European Community
than was generally realised
outside the country. “I am
thinking of a 10-year period
for transition once Turkey
Joins the Community, but the
timing of our application for
full membhership has not been
decided yet.

“I cannot make an appli-
cation without consulting the
different member countries
and if T don’t see any support

from them, why should I do

it? Turkey is more of an asset
than a liahility to the EEC,”
he said. -

Europe

refuses
Ankara

'request

/From Derek Brown

in Luxembourg

EEC foreign minsters yester-
day turned down a request
from Ankaia for carly ministe-
rial talks to discuss the revival

linking .~ Turkey  with the
Community.

But. a formal association
council of ministers -will proba-
bly be convened in October,
after detailed preparations by
the - EEC commission. The

the Community, supported by
West Germany, pressed unsuc-

" | cessfully for the council to he
| held next month, according to -

Turkish sources here. Britain

"|also wanted an carly meeting.

The Turkey-EEC Association
Agreement has been cffec-
tively frozen since 1978, after
a series of trade dlsputcs and
European criticism of human

military regime in Ankara.
Among the parts of the

freeze, is free movement for
Turkish workers within the
EEC from the start of 1987.

Germany, which is already
home to a large community of
Turkish “ guest workers.”

Greek Government, which has
clearly signalled lhdt it would
veto any movement towards

full EEC membership.
Our Foreign Staff adds:
“The Turkish Prime Minister,

rived in London for three days
of talks with British ministers.
Details of his stay are not
being released for security
reasons, but he is expected to
meet Mrs Thatcher

In Istanbul, meanwhile, offi-
cial displcasure with a newly-
formed leftwing cultural group
led to the cancellation of an
appearance last night by the
Labour MP, Mr Tony Benn,

The Istanbul governor’s
office, however, may not have
known that Mr Benn was to
speak at the meeting, titled

emergency regulations to

gathering,

yesterday ordered the releasc

pro-disarmament Peace Associ-
ation when their retrial began

on a charge of scclnn" to over-

i throw the state,

This provision has alarmed:

the Turks’ ultimate ambition :-

refuse  permission for the .

of the Association Agrcement ..

present Dutch presidency of -

rights abuses by the former ' -

avleement unaffected by the

But the main opponent of .
closer links with Turkey is the -

Mr Turgur Ozal, yesterday ar--

“peace songs,” when it used

A Turkish military court =

of six of the 12 leaders of the




Peace and Freedom and the Solidarity Committee

| for Trade Union Rights and Democracy in Turkey
preparing to hand in letters of protest to 10
Downing Street yesterday about Turkish military
dictator Turgut Ozal’s visit to Britain,

Members of the Women’s International League for’

MORNING STAR Wednesday February 19'1986

LA

of man~

Barbara Switzer, deputy general secretary
ufacturing union TASS. )

Below: Members of the Campaign agaﬁ;st
the Arms Trade, (left to.right) Derek Jackson
Stephen Chappell, Heather Swailes and Lilian
Studdert, also delivered a letter of opposition to.

Holding the letters are Alex Kitson, retiring
secretary of the TGWU,

deputy general

Fury as
PM greets
Turkish
torturer

By JANEY HULME

PROTESTS against the Turkish
military dictator and torturer
Turgut Ozal, currently welcomed
to Britain by Mrs. Thatcher, took
place yesterday at Parliament
and Downing Street.

Marching

Committee . for Trade Ution
Rights and Democracy in Tur-
key, the Women’s International
League for Peace and Freedom
and Campaign Against the Arms
Trade handed in letters of pro-

test 'to Number 10 Downing
Street.

“Deep regret” at the Turkish
prime minister’s visit was ex-
pressed by. members of the
Solidarity Committee who said
in their letter that:

“We firmly believe that the
prime purpose of the visit is to
boost .the image of the fascist
regime, to gain credit and legiti-
macy for it.”

The Women’s International
League expressed ‘“grave con-
cern” in their letter that the
British government appears to be
“condoning the continuing vio-

from Parliament; j.¢i ic h ;
members: -#1al" Mhe— Solidarity’ - lations of basic human. rights in

and

Turkey.” )

Stephen Chappell, CAAT co-
ordinator, said yesterday: “Tur-
key is re-equipping ‘its armed
forces and building up its own
military industry. It seems
likely that Mr. Ozal will use his
visit to make further links with
British arms companies. We are
appalled that Britain could con-
teraplate further arming such a
regime.”

Since the' September, 1980,
Turkish - military coup, about
20,000 political prsoners are still
being held, 84 prisoners await
hanging, and some 5,000 death
sentences have been called for
in the mass martial law trials.

The main obstacle to demo-
cracy in Turkey is the military
imposed 1982 Constitution which
condemns ‘“pluralist luxuries”

British arms exports to Turkey.

such as trade union rights, free
speech, press freedoms dnd free

associations. -

Turkish opposition MP
Guneyt Canver has named 113
people killed during torture in
jails and police stations.

Common methods of torture
used include electric shocks,
hanging victims by limbs from
ceilings and by their shoulders
from wooden hooks.

When Mr. Ozal visited West
Germany and France. Chancellor
Helmut Kohl and Prime Mini-
ster Laurent Fabius both refused
to meet with him.

But not so Premier Thatcher
— she will be taking tea with
torturer Ozal to discuss Turkish
contract chasers such as GEC,
Vickers and others eager to set
up co-production deals and
establish factories in Turkey.
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'PRESS RELEASE.

VISIT OF THE 'TURKISH PRIME MINISTER.

Distinguished members of the English Centre of P.E:N., the Writers'
association, will be protesting at the imprisonment of Turkish
writers outside the Turkish Embassy, 43 Belgrave Square,on
Wednesday 19th February from 11am to 12 noon.

A deputation consisting of Francis King (President International P.E.N)
Michael Holroyd President English P.E.N.
Lady Antonia Fraser
Harold Pinter
Marina Warner
Arnold Wesker

will “éndeavour to ~de_l.iver a letter of protest addressed to
the Prime Minister Mr Turgut Ozal,

At the same time a group of Doctors will protest about <their
Turkish colleagues in prisone

Membership of the Turkish Peace Association or writing
on the'Kurdish Question'are the crimes for which many writers
are serving long prison sentences,

More information will ‘be available from P.E.N. on Tuesday,

Photocall on Wednesday approximately 11,30,

Josephine Pullein-Thompson

Gen, Sece.

~ President: Michael Holroyd  Geperal Secretary: Josephine Pullein-Thompson MBE
tHonorary Treasurer: Antony Horner Administrative Secretary: Elizabeth Paterson

Vice-Presidents: Sybille Bedford oBg, Sir Isaiah Berlin oM, cBg, pBa, Lettice Cooper oBE, Peter Elstob,
William Golding cpe, Storm Jameson, Rosamond Lehmann cBe, Malcolm Muggeridge, Iris Murdoch cBt,
Kathleen Nott, Harold Pinter csg, Sir Victor Pritchett ¢Bg, Sir Stephen Spender cBe, Tom Stoppard CBE,
Noel Streatfeild, Marjorie Watts, Dame Veronica Wedgwood DBE, oM, Sir Angus Wilson CBE.




THE STORY OF ALI TAYGUN.

Ali Taygun is 43 and has been elected an Honorary member of

English P.E.N,
In 1969 he graduated from the Yale School of Drama, and staged

Gogol's The Government Inspector as director-in-residence at the

Yale Repertory Theatre.

Between his return to Turkey and the military coup in September
1980 Ali became one of Turkey's foremost theatre directors. He
was a resident director of the Istanbul Municipal Theatre between
-1974 and 1980. He secured his reputation as a visiting director
with the Turkish State Theatre in 1979. In 1980 with the Turkish

State Opera he directed Don Giovanni to great acclaim.

He also served for two years as an officer in the army.

As well as directing some 40 plays he embarked on the translation

of the complete works of Shakespeare,;which he's able to continue

to do in prison.

8

In prison, as one of the Turkish Peace Association members, the
verdicts have been made and then unmade disturbingly. From our
latest information his original sentence, in his own words: "has
been nullified. Therefore we are de juris not guilty. However as
we remain in prison for an indefinite duration, we are to serve
out our sentence de factol"

In other words, although his sentence has been quashed he remains
in prison indefinitely, aWa%ting,the authorities' decision to

re-convene the military court.




TURKEY

Sinister investigations, arrests, detentions, torture and
imprisonment is the picture that emerges in Turkey after the

National Security Council's five years in power.

* 11 November 1980: Ilhan Erdost, publisher, beaten to death in
police custody.

* July 1981 : Information released by the Chief of Staff.
422 dead, 653 wounded "in the events which have taken place
since 12 September 1980'". There is no distinction between army
and police actions ''while chasing a suspect'" or "during the
exchange of fire',

* 24 lMay 1982 : "Turkish Peace Association'" trial opened with
a declared objeét of warning the widest possible public. -

* 24 May 1984 : 1,256 signatorie;'of the "Intellectuals' Petition"
summoned by the military prosebuto?.

* 20 January 1985 : 1,500 books ordered to be banned.

* 27 June 1985 : 133,607 books destroyed.

9 September 1935: The news bulletin Turkei Infodienst declared

that since the declaration of Martial Law in 1978, 549 death
sentences were passed, 6,255 death sentences requested, and

27 death sentences carried out.,

P.EN.'s Mabest informatioq?is that there are 41 writers in

prison in Turkey serving sentences of up to 31 years, and others

are under investigation.




TURKEY

Ilhan Akalin
Ferhat Akday
Aytunc Altindal
Ibrahim Arik

Guzel Aslander

Zekil Atas

Huseyin Hacibasoglu (Bas)
Nurettin Baydar (J)
Ismail Besikci
Saban Bilgin . ‘
Mehmet Cerit

Metin Culhaoglu (J)
Yilmar Dincberk (J)
Yuksel Erdogan
Fettah Erkan

Tamer Kayas (J)
Unviye Kayserilioglu (J)
Recep Marasli

Riza Olgun

Mehmet Ozdemir (J)-
Sadi Ozansu

Metin Ozek

Mehmet Ozgen (J)
Candemir Ozer
Feyzullah Ozer (J)
Ozcan Ozgur (J)
Abdurrahman Pala
Gencay Saylan

Mrs Emine Senlikoglu
Orhan Senyuz
Necdet Sevinc

Ali Sirmen

Orhan Tagi
Orhan Taylan
Ali Erol Taygun

Ugur Tekin

Saffet Rustu Tekin
Erhan Tuzgan

Ali Riza Tura
Fatih Yildiz

I. Yurdakul

D~ @

.7 yrs, 6 months

8 yrs, 6 months, 15 days

7 yrs 6 months

15 years

31 years

7 yrs, 6 months ,

8 years + 32 months IE

6 years

13 yrs 4 months + 5 yrs IE
8 yrs 6 months

18 years 11 months

7 yrs 6 months + 3 yrs 3 months IE
7yrs 6 months ’

+7 yrs 6 months

11 yrs 8 months + 3 yrs 6 months IE
7 yrs + 6 ‘months. .

- 6 yrs

29 yrs; 1 yr IE
7 yrs 6 months
5 years
6 years + 7 months
8 years+ 2 yrs Bmonths IE
16 years 3 months + 8 yrs 6 months
14 years 10 months
18 years 6 months
15 months
year
years + 2 yrs 8 months 1E
yrs + 3 months + 2 yrs 1 month IE
yrs 6 months
year

yrs + 2 yrs 8 months IE

7 yrs 6 months

8 yrs + 2 yrs 8 months IE
8 years + 2 yrs 8 months IE

7 yrs 6 months + -] yrs 5 months 1E
years 6 months
years 9 months
yrs 6 months + 2 yrs 6 months IE
years 2 months /5 yrs
yrs 2 months + 1 yrs 4 months IE
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19th February, 1986

Dear Prime Minister,

My co-signatories of the English P.E.N. Centre and T wish
to make a heartfelt appeal to you to release the many wrltgrs now -
serving prison sentences, often in inhuman circumstances, in your
country, It seems to us particularly unfortunate that such a
gsituation should exist in a country which is an admired and valued -
member of NATO, since it at once gives an argument to the countries

of the Soviet Bloc when we attempt to criticise theilr imprisonment
of writers. °

When I attended the CSE Cultural Forum in Budapest last
November, I drew attention to the plight of writers in both the
Soviet Union'and in Turkey. I was then told privately by one of
the Turkish delegates that an amnesty was most probable in the
New Year. As you will know, this amnesty has never taken place.

We are particularly concerned about Ali Taygun, who is an
honorary member of the English P.E.N. Centre and who appears still
to be in detention despite his ‘aequittal by a court of law. We

urge you to show compassion both to him and to others being persecuted
for no crime other than their wiews. ; '

Yours sincerely,
Francis King -

President International P.E.N.

Michael Holrojd
President English P.E.N.

Antonia Fraser
Harold Pinter
Marina Watrner

Arnold Wesker

His Excellency Turgut Ozal,
4% Belgrave Square,
LONDON SV1

President: Michael Holroyd

; W . General Secretary: Josephine Pullein-Thompson MBE
Honorary Treasurer: Antony Horner Administrative Secretary: Elizabeth Paterson

Vice-Presidents: Sybille Bedford oBg, Sir Isaiah Berlin oM, cBe, pBA, Lettice Cooper oBg, Peter Elstob,
William Golding cBe, Storm Jameson, Rosamond Lehmann cpe, Malcolm Muggeridge, Iris Murdoch cBe,
Kathleen Nott, Harold Pinter cBg, Sir Victor Pritchett cBe, Sir Stephen Spender cBe, Tom Stoppard CBE,
Noel Streatfeild, Marjorie Watts, Dame Veronica Wedgwood DBE, oM, Sir Angus Wilson CBE. il




AMNESTY ¥
INTERNATIONAL

WARWICK AND LEAMINGTON GROUP

TURKEY is a member of the Council of Europe and has
signed the European Convention of Human Rights.

Yet many thousands of people in Turkey, who have
nefther used nor advocated the use of violence, are
in prison solely because of their political or
religious beliefs or their ethnic origins.

MEHMET ECE is such a prisoner. He was a student at a
teacher training college until arrested in 1980.

After a trial which lasted unti) 1984 he was sentenced
to 12 years imprisonment for his non-violent political
activities. He is now in Diyarbakir Military Prison.
Conditions at this prison are known to be very harsh;
Amnesty International has received frequent reports of

torture of inmates at Diyarbakir.:

Amnesty has adopted Mehmet Ece as a Prisoner of
Conscience and has given our group the task of working
for his release.

Will you help us? Will you write to the Turkish

Embassy at 43 Belgrave Square, London SWIX BPA, to
appeal for his immediate release?

Warwick & Leamington Group, C/0 J2 Warwick New Rd, Leamington 3pa
Tel: 0926 - 29826

TURKEY 1S A BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY with magnificent, breathtaking scemery: she is a mber of
NATO snd the Council of Europe. But not all in the garden is rosy. On Scptember 12, 1980
arned forces took power and imposed martial law. Thousands vere detained; tens of
thousands taken into custody since the coup. All political and trade union activity vas
banned; peace activists were jailed —and still are. Thousands were imprisoned, not only
for political sympathies but for their religion and beliefs: they include the Toachers
Union, the Turkish Peace Association, the Turkish Vorkers Farty, journalists, publishers,
vriters and acadumics. There are still around 1,400 on trial, for 78 of whom the death
penalty is being demanded. ,
A sociologist, not himself a Kurd, has been imprisoncd (vith a ten-year sentence) because
he vrote a letter to the president of an overseas writers' association in which he referred
to the Kurds as a separate ethnic group. His crime? U dermining Turkish ion abroad!

Craver still, torture in Turkey is videspread, lyn?ntic and routine.
The methods of torture are simply too barbaric to list.

TURKEY IS A BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY suffering from s terrible malaise. Join us in appealing to the
visiting Prime Minister to order the abandonment of practices so terrible they do not belonp
to a civilized world. y

Join us in appealing to Mrs. Thatcher to reason with the Turkish Prime Micister to absndon
the practice of tortuve upon his return, It must be stopped.

To mark the occasion of the Turkish Prime Miniater's visit, various concerned individuals
ad groups will maintain vigile outeide the

TURKISH EMBASSY (43 Belgrave Square SW1) on TUESDAY 18th February from 1lam to 2.30pm
CHATHAM HOUSE (10 St. James's Square) on WEDNESDAY 19th Fabruary from 12,15 to 2.30pm
Leaflet produced by the Lambeth Group of AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL. Details of Amneaty's work
on 01 251 8371 or 01 833 1771,

-

human rights

in

groups and ethnic Kurds.

propaganda’.
dragging on for years.
Torture of

todv increased after the coup.

the bSedy,

URKEY

There are hundreds of prisoners of conscience
languishing in Turkish jails today.

is still widespread and systematic.

Among the prisoners of conscience are writers, policicians,
academics, lawyers, trade unioniscts, members of religious
Many have been charged wich “mem-
bership of an [llegal organisation” or "making communist
Others, especially journaliscts and publishers,
have been charged with "insulting the authoricies".
mass trials, involving hundreds of defendants, have been

ften we reccive reports of inagequate

access to lawvers and pressure put on lawyers to drop cases.

solizical cdetainees was already a major concern of
Amnesty international before the 1980 military coup ana the
aumber of tcrture allegacions and reports of deaths in cus-
Methods of torture have in-
cluded elecsrical shocks, beating of ‘the soles of the feer,
burning with cigarectctes, hanging from the ceiling by hands
or feet for prolangzd periods and assaulcs on all parcs of
luding the sexual organs.
CF WIDESPEAD AND SYSTEMATIC TORTURE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS

Pasa Uzun, founder member of a Kurdiish
cultural and youth association has been
detained since 1979, charged with 624

violations

others in connection with alleged Kurd-
ish separacistc activities. He is re-
ported to have been tortured on several

occasions in Diyarbakir Militacy Prison.

pasa uzun
‘ diyarbakir

In 1981, Mehmec Aydan Bulucgil, an econo-

X 7

L e mist, was charged with membership of the
Turkish Communisc Party. We are told A
that he was severely tortured during {n- t "

terrogation. He was sentenced to over

16 years' imprisonment in March, 1985.

There are many cases like these in Turkey today.
JOIN AMNESTY. Complete cthis form and send (T to
the Membership Department at the address given below,

llelp us to
help them.

Several : -

Donation and Membership forms
Amnesty International British Section, 5 Roberts Place, London ECIR QE]. 01-251 8371

O | wish to become an ndividual member of Amnesty International and enclose a cheque/postal o+ der for £10
(£5 OAPs, students. claimants.)

O I would like to make a donation of £ ...

Name.

Address.

STILL THE ALLECATIONS

About Amnesty

Amnesty lnternation;[ is a world-wide human rights movement which is indegendent of
any government, political faction or religious creed. It works for the release of ‘prisoners
I, of conscience’ — men and women imprisoned for their beliefs. colour. ethnic origin or

religion, provided they have never used or advocated violence.
Amnesty opposes torture and execution in all cases and without reservation.

Amnesty is financed by its members throughout the world, by subscription and
by donations,
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TUC OBSERVER AT DISK TRIAL

- The TUC is to send an observer to witness the trial of a leading

‘Turkish trade unionist.

An official in the TUC International Department will be in Turkey
next week to observe the opening of the defence case in the trial
of Mr Abdulla Basturk, the President of the Turkish trade union

confederation DISK, who is one of 783 DISK representatives facing

charges which carry sentenées of up to 20 years.

This decision comes in response to.a specific request from

Mr Basturk. Announcing the TUC decision at a meeting in Support
of the Restoration of Trade Union Freedoms in Turkey, held at
Congress House today, TUC General Secretary, Mr Norman Willis
said: "I pay tribute to the leaders and members of DISK,
established almost 19 years ago, who have. borne the brunt of the
ruthless attacks of the Turkish authorities since the military

coup in September 1980".

Mr Willis deplored the ‘British Government's invitation to Turkish
Prime Minister Mr Ozal,; who is currently visiting Britain, and
Mrs Thatcher's decision to meet him. He said: "To use

Mrs Thatcher's language, the invitation sent entirely the wrong
signals to the regime. The pressure is on Turkey because of

its cruel violations of basic rights and should remain on."

He also condemned moves to allow Turkey into the European Cormunity.
Mr Willis said: "I hope Mr Ozal gets the message before he returns.. '

to Turkey that his Government does not satisfy the conditions of

membership of any of these international organisations.

The regime is determined to crush DISK and it has resisted all

appeals to drop the baseless charges against Mr Basturk and

his /colleagues."
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TUCG backs
struggle in
Turkey

By Our FOREIGW STAFF

THE TUC yesterday deplored

the British government’s in-
vitation to Turkish Prime
Minister Ozal.

General Secretary Norman
Willis said: “The pressure is on
Turkey because of its cruel
violations of basic human rights
and should remain on.”

And he announced that the

British trade union movement
will be represented in Turkey
next week at .the trial of
Abdulla Basturk, president of
the Turkish trade union con-
federation DISK,
_ He is one .of .the 783 DISK
representatives facing charges
which carry sentences of up to
20 years.

Kemai Daysal, executive mem-
ber of DISK, addressed yester-
day’s meeting at TUC head-
quarters on the 19th anniversary
of DISK’s foundation.

“In a short span of time,” he
said, “DISK won a  great and
unwavering trust from workers,
as a result of its class-based trade
union policy.” ‘

Despite effective martial law
and the persecution of trade
unions in his country, Mr. Daysal
believed that “the forces in
favour of democracy” were now
coming together to combat the
Evren-Ozal dictatorship.

Yucel Top, DISK’s European |
representative described Turkish
Prime Minister Turgut Ozal’s
establishment of working oon-
ditions designed to attract foreign
capital.

Tax free areas, no strike areas

in which even minimal demo-
cratic rights are demied: “This
means hell for the workers” Mr,
Top said, “but heaven for the
multinationals.”
@ Sheltered from mass demon-
strations in protest against his
London visit Mr. Ozal yesterday
claimed to a heavily-guarded
meeting that “systematic torture’
was not part of his country’s
policy.

Describing Turkey as “a free
and competitive environment,”
Mr, Ozal told the Royal Institute
of International Affairs that “our
compliance with human rights is
unqualified.”
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- Ozalazor
sorular

Ozal’a Kraliyet Uluslararas: Iiskiler
Enstitiisii’nde, iskence, davalar, Ekin-Bilar
hakkinda sorular soruldu. Basbakan, ‘‘Tiirkiye,
diinyanin en demokratik iilkelerinden biridir”
dedi. Ozal bu aksam doniiyor.

Basbakan Ozalin temaslar: sirasinda diin, PEN
Kuliip iiyeleri, ayriik¢i Tiirkler ve Kibrish
Rumlarnin katildig iki gosteri yapildl.
Ayrilikcilanin gosterisinde iki karsit grup
arasinda ¢ikan catismada 4 kisi yaralandi.

SEDAT ERGIN
RAGIP DURAN

LONDRA — Bagbakan Turgut

Ozal, Avrupa’ya davetli olarak yap-
t1g1 ilk resmi ziyaretin diinkii boli-
miinil bityiik 8lgiidde demokrasi, in-
san haklar: ve iskence konularinda

. agiklamalarda bulunarak ve aym ko-

nularda sorulara hedef olarak gegir-
di. Bagbakan Ozal, diin Ingiltere’'nin

inlii Kraliyet Uluslararas: fligkiler
Enstitiisi'ndeki konugmasindan son-
ra, bu konulardaki sorular yanitla-
mak durumunda kaldi ve iskence
olaylar1 konusunda ddnemsel bir ayi-
rim yaparak, “Olmussa 1982'den on-
ce olmustur. Bizim donemimizde is-
kence yok” dedi. Ozal, enstitiide ka-
labalik bir izleyici kitlesine hitaben
yaptigt konusmada, “Tiirkiye'nin
diinyanin en demokratik iilkelerinden

biri oldugunu” da soyledi.

Onceki giin Ingiltere Basbakam
Margaret Thatcher’'dan AET’ye tam
iiyelik bagvurusu icin acele edilme-
mesi mesajim alan Ozal, diinkii agik-
lamalar sirasinda Tiirkiye’nin toplu-
luga tam idyeliginin 2000 yihna ka-
dar gergeklesecegini soyledi. Ozal,
enstitiide yaptig1 ve Tiirkiye’nin onii-
miizdeki yiizyila déniik hedeflerini
de agikladigi konusmasinda, “2000
yilinda AET’ye tam iiye bir Tiirkiye”
anlatti,

Ozal, ziyaretinin {igiincii giiniinde
Avam Kamarasi’'na giderek Tiirk-
ingiliz parlamento grubunun toplan-
tisina katildi, bunu Ozal’in Kraliyet
Uluslararas: 1liskiler Enstitiisi’'nde-
ki konugmasi izledi. Basbakan Ozal,
resmi programindan bos kalan zama-
ninda da Ingiliz is ve bankacilik ¢ev-
releriyle goristii. Ozal’in kabul etti-
gi firmalar arasinda, Tornado ugak-
lar1 igin teklif veren British Aerospace
yoneticileri de yer aldi.

(Arkast Sa. 10, Sii. 4’de)
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Torture
denied
by Ozal

By Nicholas Ashford
Diplomatic Correspondent

Mr Turgut Ozal, the Turk-

..ish Prime Minister. defended

his country’s human rights
record yesterday and . said
allegations. of torture and ill-
treatment in Turkish ‘prisons

. were spread by groups trying

to block Turkey’s eventual
membership of the EEC.

In an address to the Royal
Institute of International Af-
fairs in London, he said:**Our
-compliance with human rights
_1s unqualified.” Public prose-
cutors were authorized to
,investigate allegations of mal-
treatment and anyone found
guilty was punished.

In_an earlier speech to a

" group of MPs Mr Ozal pointed

,out that martial law, under
~which torture was said to have
,become widespread. had been

lifted in. all but- nine " of

Turkey’s 67 provinces.
Although his ~assurances
have been well received by his

. British hosts — the question of

“human rights was not even
raised with Mrs Thatcher —
they have been greeted with
disbelief by opposition and
human rights groups protest-
ing against his visit.

THE TIMES THURSDAY FEBRUARY 20 1986

Ozal
defends
Turkish
record

By Michael Simmons

Turkey, by the year 2000,
will be a . fully industrialised
state with an annual growth
rate of 7 per cent and a fully
integrated member of the Com-
mon Market, its Prime Minis-
ter, Mr Turgut Ozal, said in
London yesterday. “ A truly
pluralistic society ” had been
created and the incidence of
torturc in Turkish prisons
amounted ‘““ maybe to some ex-
ceptional cases,” he said.

Mr Ozal returns to Ankara
today after a four-day visit at
the invitation of Mrs Thatcher.
At almost every move he has
been met with protests, usually
about Turkey’s human rights
record, has only been able to
travel round London with a
strong police escort. -

Representatives of the Kurd-
ish minority, left wing trade
unionists, and Amnesty Inter-
national were among a crowd
which greeted Mr Ozal on his
arrival to address the Royal
Institute of International
Affairs.

In his address, Mr Ozal de-
clared that since the imposi-
tion of martial law in 1980
“we have entirely changed the
landscape of our political cul-
ture . . . but despite important
progress, certain circles keep
on criticising democracy in
Turkey.” They were reacting,
he suggested, as if the *soft
landing ” of democracy had
disappointed them.

Referring fleetingly but not
— as questions afterwards in-
dicated — comprehensively to
the use of torture, he said:
“In such a democratically free
and competitive environment,
existence of systematic torture
is out of the question. We seri-
ously investigate individual
complaints, pursue and punish
those responsible, but let me
tell you frankly that the con-
cept of human rights for us is
not an intellectual and abstract
concern, Clearly, it is a matter
of love for our ‘kith and kin’
in the most tangible sense.”

@® At a meeting with British
MPs yesterday, Mr Ozal said
that if he had his way he
would declare an amnesty for
members of the Turkish Peaoe
Association. A number of the
association’s ecxecutive were
sentenced under martial law to
long terms of imprisonment.
but a retrial is now being or
ganised because the previow

investigation was “inadequatc.’
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‘Attack on
| Turkey

By James Naughtie

Neil Kinnock, the Labour
Party leader, yesterday pro-
tested strongly to Mr Turgut
Ozal, the Turkish Prime Minis-
ter, about reported human
rights abuses under  his
government,

He asked for full civil rights
to be established in Turkey,
for an end to torture and “ ap-
palling prison conditions,” aca-
demic and press freedom, and |
full implementation of Turkish
commitments under the Eurvo-
pean  Convention of Human
Rights. 4

Mr Kinnock also referred to
the ban placed this week on
Mr Tony Benn, who was to
deliver a lecture in Turkey. Mr
Ozal, who has been visiting
Britain, told him it was a per-
sonal exclusion and that the
organisation which invited Mr
Benn was a commercial con-
cern and therefore. prohibited
form political activity. Accord-
ing to Mr Kinnock’s office, My
Ozal said Mr Benn was wel-
come at any time to speak on
politics.

He denied that there was
systematic. torture in  Turkey
and claimed that most of the
allegations made by Amnesty
! International were ‘unfounded.

9861 ‘IC Aseniqaf Lepuyg

A military menu of shame -

Sir, — You report (Febru- weapons itself under
ary 19) that the visit of licence).
Turkish Prime Minister It is a matter of shame
Turgut Ozal was “shrouded that the British Government
in  secrecy” and “sur- have used an official func-
rounded by extraordinary se- tion to make it easier — at
curity.” Small wonder, as Mr  taxpayers’ expense — for

Ozal represents a highly mili-  Turkey to reinforce its mili-
tarised regime with an ap- tary capacity even further.
palling human rights record, The Campaign  Against
including the use of “sys- Arms Trade -has written to
tematic torture” according Mrs Thatcher urging the
to Amnesty International. Government not to grant li-
Perhaps most disturbing, cences for the export ol yet
are your comments that Mrs more military equipment to
Thatcher’s guest list at the Turkey. It is gravely disturb-
official dinner held for Mr ing that Britain can contem-
Ozal at No 10 was “ heavily plate  further arming a
weighted ” to include mem- regime with such a bad
bers of British military in- human rights record, and
dustry. Turkey is send yet more weaponry to
reconstructing its military in- the troubled Middle East. —
dustry and wants the help of  Stephen Chappell.
British military expertise to (Joint Co-ordinator)
do so (incidentally this Campaign Against Arms
would not provide jobs for Trade,
~ British arms workers as Tur- - 11 Goodwin Street,
key is interested in building London N4.

H0.L1ad FHL OL SHALLAT
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Basbakan, Ingiltere ziyaretini degerlendzrdz

Ozal: Avrupa ile

iliskiler diizeliyor

Partllerle goriigme

Ozal'a 5
konuda
istek

1SCI PARTIS:

lnsan haklanmin tam
anlamiyla
uygulanabilmesi icin
anayasa ve ceza yasasi
degistirilsin.

Avrupa Insan Haklar
Sézlesmesi’nin biltiln
maddeleri Tiirkiye
tarafindan uygulansin,

Kskenceye son verilsin ve

Universitelerde akademik
ozgilrlik ve basin
ozgurligii hayata gegsin.

Tiirkiye Baris Dernegi,
DISK ve diger gruplara
yonelik suglamalar, geri
-alinsin ve bu davalar
nedeniyle tutuklu butiin
santklar saliverilsin.

10. Sayfada

cezaevi kogullaridiizelsin. .

@zal, ziyaretinin son §andnde diizenledigi basin

toplantisinda “‘Bigim

S

lamci akimdan

endiselenecek durumumuz yok. Tiirkiye laik

tlkedir’’ dedi.

Yunanl gazetecilere yanit veren Ba;bakan
Ozal, ““Istanbul Rumlarimi Tiirkiye’ye
cagirtyoruz. Gelsinler, giivenlik zg:mde olacaklar’
ifadesini kulland. Ozal aksam Tiirkiye’ye dondil.

SEDAT ERGIN

LONDRA/ANKARA —
Bagbakan Turgut Ozal, Ingilte-
re ziyaretini diin dﬂzenledlgl
renkli bir basin toplantisiyla ka-
patarak gece saat 22.05’te Anka-
ra’ya déndii. Londra’daki basin
toplantlsmda Ingiltere ziyareti-
nin basarili bir sekilde sonugla-
digim anlatan Ozal, Davos’ta
Yunan Bagbakani Andreas Pa-
pandreu ile goriismesinden son-
ra, Tirk - Yunan iligkilerinde
hafif bir umut 1131 belirecegini
umdugunu bildirdi.

Ozal, basin toplantisinda Yu-
nanistan’da yasayan Istanbul
Rumlanin da Tirkiye'ye cagirdi.
Bagbakan, bir soru ilzerine de
AET’ye tam iyelik basvurusu
konusunda acele etmeyecekleri-
ni bildirdi. Ozal’in basin toplan-
tisindaki ilging agiklamalarindan

biri de, “1983 secimlerinden 6n-
ce askerlerin kendisinden
hoslanmadiklarimi” sdylemesi
oldu.

Turgut Ozal’in diin dgle saat-
lerinde Londra’da kaldig1 Dorc-
hester Oteli’'nde diizenledigi ba-
sin toplantisin1 100’ yakin bir
gazeteci toplulugu izledi. Ozal*
in Milli Savunma Bakam Zeki
Yavuztiirk, ‘Londra Biiyiikelgisi
Rahmi Giimriik¢iioglu, Basba-
kanlik Miistesar1 Hasan Celal
Giizel ve Digisleri Miistesar Ve-
kili Bityiikelgi Ecmel Barutgu ile
birlikte oturdugu masanin arka-
sina bir Tiirk bayrag: asiimisti.

Basin toplantisinda oldukga
rahat géziiken Ozal, Yunanh ga-
zeteciler tarafindan soru yagmu-
runa tutulmasina karsilik, yanit-
larinda oldukga atak davrand: ve
“Yunanistan, Kibns Bans Hare-
két1 sayesinde demokrasiye

kavustu” dedi. Kendisine dzgil
Ingilizce telaffuzuyla dikkat ce-
ken ve sik sik “Look” (Bakin) ve
“Let me tell you” (Size sOyleye-
yim) tiirtinde girisler yapan Ozal,
bir ara Ingilizce hatasi yaparak

"Tirk halkinin cumhurbaskanini

sevdigini séylemek isterken yan-
hshkla “hoglanmadigimi” kaydet-
ti. Kendisine soru soran bir ba-
yan 8 eteciyi Side’den hatirla-
zal, Tiirkiye’ye gelisi yasak-
lanan lnglhz Isci Partisi Millet-
vekili Tony Benn igin “ismi
neydi, Tony mi?” diye konustu.
Ozal, basin toplantisim kisa
bir girisle act1 ve Ingiltere Basba-
kam Margaret Thatcher ile “cok
yararh” goriismeler yaptigini be-
lirttikten sonra Tiirkiye’nin
AET’ye tam iiyelik hedefini vur-
gulad. Sorulara gegildiginde ise
basbakana yoneltilen sorulardan
biri “Bayan Thatcher, sizi AET*
ye tam iiyelik bagvurusunda ace-
le etmememiz icin ikna etmeye
calist mi?” oldu. Ozal, bu soru-
ya yamitinda “Bu konuda zaten
¢ok acele etmiyoruz” ded1 ve
bagvurunun ‘en uygun” ve
“gergekei” bir zamanlamada ya-
pilacagini bildirdi.
Yunanh gazetecilerin birbiri
ardina yonelttikleri sorular nede-

(Arkast Sa. 10, Sii.1’de)




Turkey needs
freedom

‘Mr Turgut Ozal is Turkey’s first civil-
ian Prime Minister since the soldiers began
their slow march back to the barracks. He
is also the last unreconstructed worshipper
at the twin altars of Reaganomics and of
Thatcherism. He is pressing ‘urgently for
closer ties with the Common Market and
an opening of Turkey’'s traditionally pro-
tected economy to the ‘bracing winds of
Western private investment. Above all, his
large and strategically placed nation is dedi-
cated to Nato. defence policies. No wonder
Mr Ozal was given the full official visit
treatment — first-class with gold-plated
knobs on — during his three days in Lon-
don. No wonder that the colleagues round
the Downing Street dinner table on Tues-
day night were liberally interlaced with
captains of industry — particularly captains

Thursday Feliruh'ry 20, 1986

of defence industry. Britain is determined

‘ to grap its share of the Turkish cake. No

more  nonsenses like last year’s failure to
gain the juicy contract for a second Bos-

. phorus Bridge because Japanese trade poli-

cies are a sight more generous,
sophisticated and trusting than ours.

That is the upside. The downside has
been the unprecedented secrecy and secu-
rity surrounding the visit as a result of the

“chorus of protests from senior Labour fig-

ures, from Amnesty International and from .
a mass of moderate-minded civil - libertar-
ians. Even 'Mrs Thatcher and Sir Geoffrey
Howe made, passing reference to Turkey's
quite appalling record of torture, mass de-

_'tention of political prisoners (20,000 on

some “counts), and the swingeing charges
still outstanding against leaders of the trade

" union movement, DISK, and of the CND

style Turkish Peace Movement. 4
" The standard answers to such com-

‘plaints from those accompanying Mr Ozal

have been pretty thin stuff. Turkey has

~always had a tradition of repressive and

brutal treatment of prisoners — political or
otherwise. So don’'t blame the generals, and
still less Mr Ozal. Which may well be true.
But it is hardly encouraging. Next, it is
said, ' things have got better since the elec-
tion of 1983 which brought Mr Ozal to
power, Well, yes, at the margin. But torture
is still widespread and systematic. Ask the
political affairs committee of the European
Parliament. Ask the Danish Government
which has led the .protest at the European
Court. Ask Amnesty International

Finally, the Turks argue that western
democratic standards simply cannot be ap- -
plied automatically in their still backward
nation, lacking a stable democratic past and
riven by nationalistic, religious funda-
mentalist and Marxist pressures. It is a -
forceful argument — albeit an appallingly
patronising one if made openly by first
world nations. But it sounds merely para-
doxical and opportunistic coming from a
nation bent upon displaying, -post-Ataturk,
its essential Europeanness and its commit- -
ment to Western values. As Franco’s Spain,
Salazar’s Portugal .and the. Junta’s Greece
all discovered, membership of the Euroclub
is not automatic. Western democratic val-
ues, with all their shortcomings, are not
some fancy optional extra. They are meant
to be the reason the club exists. Mr. Ozal
sees a Turkey on the move. A fundamerital
part of that movement must put human
rights at the centre of the new Turkey, not
tucked at its dingy peripheries.
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Pickets send off Turkish

By BARBARA McDERMOTT
TURKISH Prime Minister Turgut
Ozal left Britain yesterday with-
out having pulled the wool over
anyone’s eyes about his govern- .
ment’s appalling record on human
rigRts. s

t a meetin;
leader Neil Kinnock yesterday
morning, Mr. Ozal co'n_tmul?d to
deny Amnesty International's re-
port); of up to 15,000 political
prisoners being held in 'I:urkey.

But Mr. Kinnock made it clear
that the Labour Party would not
support Turkey’s entry into the

with Labour -

Common Market while it con-
finued to abuse democratic
ights.
ngL;ter, Mr. Ozal was .faced by
a picket of over 70 demonstrators
protesting against the Turkish
regime, before giving a final press
conference where he again denied
charges of human rights viola-
tions. )
He announced that he had in-
vited Mr. Kinnock to “see wit
his own eyes” Turkey’s perform-
ance on human rights. ]
“He can bring Tony Benn with
him,” he added. Mr, Benn was

remier
d from delivering a lecture

gim’}‘llexrkey on peace and democ-
racy earlier this week.

Mr, Ozal has also extended an
official invitz'i_t-iolr: to. Mrs. That-

r to visit Turkey.

Ch‘gle reported that he had estab-
lished “excellent” relations with
her, and looked forward to fruit-
ful economic ties with Britain.

Mr. Ozal’'s visit was punctu-
ated by protests and_ demonstra-
tions throughout, and despite an
expensive public relations excer-
cise devised by a Birmingham-

based PR company, his reception
was noticeably cool.
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WESAY

TURKEY’'S prime minister,
Turgut Ozal, was repeatedly
told during his visit to Britain
this week that few are fooled
by his public relations claims
about new democratic rights
in his country.

Exiled Communists and
Socialists from Turkey and
Kurdistan as well as Cypriots
and British peace campaigners,
intellectuals ‘and progressives
combined to repeatedly tell
Obzlal his regime is unaccept-
able,

The trip was of key import-
ance to Ozal and the generals
who back him. Carefully pub-
licised by a public relations
company, the four-day official
visit at Thatcher’s invitation
was meant to restore Turkey’s

- credit and boost Ozal’s respect-

ability.
,Thatcher is the only West
European leader to bestow

formal blessing on the regime.
French and West German

. leaders refused to receive the’

militarv-backed dictator.

The Tories want to boost
the British arms trade with
Turkey 1n particular, attracted
by a massive 10 billion dollar
plan to build a Turkish mili-

tary machine under NATO
control, . :

The British government as
well as corporations like GEC,
British Aerospace, Vickers
and the ordnance factories are
hoping for a big share of the
bonanza. There is no doubt
the government would back
any deals with easier credit
for Turkey.

But still. Ozal cannot hide
the truth about like in Turkey.

There are now some 15,000
political prisoners in Turkey's
prisons. ‘Ozal claimed 98 per
cent are terrorists.-

*
In fact, they are trade
"unionists, = democrats, peace

activists, - Socialists and com-
munists. Torture is system-
atic.

Newspapers and magazines
are regularly seized and des-
troyed by the authorities.

Trade union rights and the
trade union confederation
DISK have been banned. Five
years after leading DISK acti-
vists. were put on trial, many
~of them facing the death sen-
tence, the facade. is still con-
tinuing with a military prose-
cutor demanding sentences up

‘No democracy in Turkey

to 20 years for the 1,500
accused trade unionists.

An appeal by 31 British
trade union general secretaries
forced the drapping of the
death sentences. :

But 84 other patriots still
face death sentences at the
hands of militarv courts.

The truth is there is no
democracy in Turkey. Ozal is
a puppet of the generals who
still run the country. Martial
law has been replaced by an
equally brutal state of emer-
gency.

The regime is propped up
by US military aid and is key
to NATO with its long border
with the Soviet Union. Turkey
is one more US nuclear base
in the encirclement of the
Socialist countries of Eastern
Europe.

But. within Turkey the
people are resisting the fascist
regime. Ozal and the generals
are on the defensive.

This week British solidarity
with that struggle punctured
Ozal’s shallow image, prevent-
ing him winning the sham re-
spectability he so desires. It
also exposed Thatcher yet
again as a friend to the world’s
dictators.






