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BARI§ DERNEGI BASKANI MAHMUT DIKERDEM'IN
BASINA DEMECH

Askeri Yargitay Daireler Kurulu'nun karari bizim igin
beklenmedik bir olay degildir. Dért yila yakin siiren Baris
Dernegi Devasi'nin her agemasinda Devlet Bagkanlifi katina dek
uzanan makam ve cevrelerden gelen agik yade gizli etki ve
baskilar bu davenin yazgisini onceden belirlemig bulunuyordu,
la kogsullar altinde askeri yerginin bagimsizligina giivenerek
adaletin giiglii clanin degil de hakli olanin lehinde tecellisini
beklemek fazla iyimserlik olurdu.

Ancek GONpNMNSSSNNR,hicbir mahkeme karerinin defigstiremeyecefi
bir gergek vardir ki o da, TURKIYE BARIS DERNEGI devasinin
hukuksal dayanektan tiimiiyle yoksun olarak baglatxidl&l, temel
hak ve dzgiirliiklerin c¢ignenerek siirdiiriildiigii ve iilkemizin
sayginlifiny zedeleyecek higimde sonuglandirildi@idir,Tiirk ve
diinya kamuoyu bu gercegin tam bilincindedir ve bizim yenilmez
gﬁcﬁmﬁzﬁn kaynag: budur,

Birlegmig Milletler Orgiitiince Diinya Barig Yila olarak
il8n edilen 1986 yiline girerken Tiirkiye, barig ve demokresiyi
savunan aydinlarinia hapse tikan tek ililke durumuna diigiirilmiigtir,

Bu ayirbin vebalini tagiyenlar tarih boyunce ibretle anmilacaktar.




Askeri yerginan etki altinda birakildigi yolundaki‘savini
BARIS DERNEGI begkani Mahmut Dikerdem goyle agikladis -~

12 Eylil yonetimi liderinin 1982 yilindan bu yana cegitli
vesilelerle yaptafi ve TV de yvayinlanan konusmalarieda Barig
Dernegi'ni suglaylel jfadeler kullanarak, goriilmrktr olan bir
davaede tavir koymas: yargiya yepilan baskinin_em ¢arpici
kenitidair.

Bagka bir keanit ise, Barig Dernegi davesinde Sikiyonetim
mehkemesinin verdi®i ilk hiikmiin Askeri Yargitay 3. Dairesince
bozulmes1 sirasinda sdzkonusu Daeirenin/baskani olan ve bozma
kararine kargi oy kullanip muhglefet ‘serhi koyen Yrg.Almbay
Hakki Erkan'in karari izleyen giinlerde Generallife yiikseltilerek
As.Yarg. 2.Bagkanligi gdrevine atenmasi iizerine, bu kez Daireler
Kuruluna da katilip oy kullammig pulunmesidir. Pilindigi gibi,
bir davede kanaatini onceden belli etmis bulunean bir yargiclin
karar asamasinda oylamaye katilmasi hukuka ve yasalara aykiri-

dair.
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BASENA VERILECEK DEMEC

|
Askeri Yargitay Daiveler Kurulunun karara bizim igin heklenmedik hir

olay deiildir, Uébuguk y1l siiren Tiirkiye Jiaris Dernefii Davasinin her
agamasindo,devket hagkanliga kuflnn dek vzanan xExmM& mokamlerden pelen
og1k yada gizli buskilar bu devanin yazpgisini dnceden bhelirlemig hulunu-
yordu., Bu kogullar altinda askeri yarginin buafimsizliffina piivenerek
adaletin giiglii olanin dejil de hakla olanin lehine tecellisini helilemek
foazle iyimserlik olurdu,

Ancok, hi¢hir mahkeme kararinin degigtiremeyeceii hir pgerg¢ek vardir ki
o da, Baris Dernegl Davasinin hukuksal dayanalctan tiimiyle voksun olaruk
haglatildaga, temﬂl insan hak ve ozgurlnké%kn ¢iffnenerek siirdiiril diigi
ve iilkemizin sayglnllglnl zedeleyecek hi¢imde sonug¢lundirildiffadir,
Tiirk ve diinya kamuoyu bu gercegin tam hbilincindedir ve bLizim yenilmez

giiciimiiziin kaynagi da budur,

xR SAPEEA T AS;
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La Haute Cour damwes® Militaire de Turquie vient de confirmer
la sentence qui me condamne,avec...de mes colldgues, 2 huit ens de
travaux forcés et trois ans d'exil internex avec la perte de tous
nés droits civiques, sous l'inculpation d'avoir fondé et dirigé
l1'Association de la Paix dont le but serait de renverser 1'ordre
.80cial et économique établi dans le pays.

Au cours du procis qui a duré presque quatre ans et dont le
déroulement fut un véritable défi au sens de le justice et au

respect des droits de 1'homme, j'ai essayé d'expliquer & mes juges
que 1'Association Turque/«m [a Paix n'avait fait que précher 1la

coexistence pacifique entre deux systimes antagonistes qui dominent |
le monde, la détente =xt dans les relutions internationales, :
l'abolition de tous les pactes militaires qui engendrent une course

effrénée aux armements, l'arrét de la production et du déploiement ‘
des armes nucléaires et un désarmement général mutuellement controlé.;

Or, le tribunal militeire a décidé que la cause que je défendais
n'était qu'un aspect de le propagande communiste visant & affaiblir
le Pacte Atlantique dont le Turguie est membre et gue par conséquent
les activités de lyessoci&tion de la paix constitueient des actes
subversifs dirigés contre 1'Etet afin de le détruire et de le
remplacer par un régime marxiste-léniniste,

J'ai tenté en vain de fuire comprendre aux juges gque 1'appel ?
2 une paix universelle,le refus du recours & la force entre les ;
états ne pouvaient @tre 1'instrument de propagande d'une idéologie
quelle qu'elle soit, puisque 1'holocauste d'une guerre nucléeaire
menacait non pas les régimes politiques des pays mais 1'humanité
toute entidre, que c'éteit justement la raison pour laquelle 1le
mouvement mondial de la peix comprenait dens son sein toux ceux
qui, sans distinctionx de classes,de croyances ou de vues politiques,
veulent sauvegarder leur droit le plus sacré,c'est—&-dire le droit
& la vie. J'ai aussi souligné le fait que les peys comme le nbtre
qui sont les plus exposés,d cause de leur appartenence & des pactes
militaires, & une destruction totale en cas d'une dlume guerre . i
devraient plus perticulidrement prendre parti pour la psix,la détente!
et le désermement égzéral. :

i

Je savais bien que momn plaidoyer en feveur de le peix ne
trouverait aucun écho aupre¢s des tribuneux militaires et surtout
auprés de la H&ute €our g dont les membres sont directement
nommés per 1l'actuel président de la république turque,le général i
Evren, qui a mis_ tout son poids pour assurer la condemnation de '

l'Association de la Paix en l'accusant sesndemmieststeiigdaniis 80 s ;

ses discours publics de subversion et méme de trahison. Pour 1lui,
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et

les défenseurs de la cause de la paix,de la démocratie et du progres
Gtaient des défaitistes,des traftres 3 la nation. Audsk, le verdict

dp la cour d'appel m111ta1re ne fut pas une surprise_\popr ceux qui
02709/ crem (o 9 ) ) gue ofe 2 «rS © —é: B IP7 EAE LN

. En me condemnant & huit ans de prison 3 la veille de mon 70 e¢me
anniversaire, les autorités turques ont peut-étre réussi a éliminer
physiquement un humble militant de la paix. Mais je serai heureux
dans ma prison pour le restant de mes jours,en sachant que des
milliers et des millions d'autres ont déja pris _le relai pour porter
haut le flembeau de la poix et qu'aucune force 2! sucune puissance
au monde ne peut arréter la merche irrésistible des masses vers une
puix universelle,vers un monde meilleur.,

diahmut Dikerdem
Ambassedeur en retraite

Président de l1'Association Turgue de
la Paix
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STATEMENT ON THE TURKISH PEACE ASSOCIATION VERDICTS

The Military Court of Appeal has ratified sentehces of eight years
hard labour to be followed by thirty-two months internal exile and
a life-long exemption from public service passed on me and my

colleagues.

We had been charged with founding and leading the Turkish Peace
Association, the country's sole peace organisation, which, it was
‘claimed, intended to overthrow the aestablishad social ‘ard economic

order.

During the course of the martial law tfial which lasted for nearly
four years and seriously ahallenged the meaning of justice as well

as norms of respect for human rights,” I tried to explain-to the
judges that the Turkish Peace Association did no more than preach
the necessity of the peaceful coexistence of the two antagonistic
systems influencing the world; the importance of detante in
international relations; the abolitioen of all military pacts-fuelling
the escalation of the arms race; a halt to the production and
deplcyment of nuclear weapons; and the urgent need for a comprehensive,
mutually controlled move.towards disarmament.

Yet, despite all our remonstrations, the Military Court has decided
that the cause I was defending was nothing but 'communist propaganda’'
aimed at weakening the North Atlantic Alliance of which Turkey is

a member. It followed that the statements and activities of our
Association constituted "sedition" and "subversion" against the

State with the intention of installing a "Marxist-Leninist regime".

I have tried -though, it appears, in vain- to make the -Judaes




comprehend that the call for universal peace, and the refusal to
accept the recourse to arms and violence as means of solving
problems between states, could never possibly be construed as

items of 'subversive' propaganda.

Our public concerns were independent of ideologies of any kind for
the simple and obvious reason that a nuclear holocaust threatened
not only states and political regimes but the whole of humanity
independent of political affiliation and ideological inclination.

Once unleashed, nuclear weapons do not distinguish between rich and

poor, East or West.

And this is precisely why peace movements throughout the world
have embraced -regardless of class; colour or creed- all those men

and women who insist upon safequarding their most sacred right, hamely;

the right to life.

During the long-drawn martial law trial I repeatedly underlined the
fact that countries like Turkey,which are particularly exposed to
nuclear dangers because of their membership in military pacts, ought
to side with the processes of detente and disarmament and show

special sensitivity to the issues raised by the peace movement.

However, I knew full well that my pleas in.favour of what the peace
movement represents would find no echoes amongst the officers
comprising the Military Tribunal and less so amongst the members

of the Military Court of Appeal. Both the bodies concerned have,

in fact, been directly appointed by General Evren, the current
Pfesident of the Republic of Turkey who, on nuﬁerous public

occassions reported on the single-channel television, has lent his
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authority to tilting the scales of justice by accusing the Peace

Associlation of "subversion" and even of "treason".

For him, the defenders of the cause of peace, democracy and progress
are defeatists and traitors to the nation. Indeed, the verdict of the
Military Court of Appeal should not come as a surprise to those
who follow the political situation closely in our country where

democracy exists in name only and the generals still have the final

say.

By sentenciné me to eight years imprisonmenf at the age of 70,

the Turkish authorities may have succeeded in physically eliminating
a modest peace activist. But I shall rest contented in my cell in
the knowledge that millions of others are already holding aloft

the torch of peace, and that no.power and no force upon this. earth
can possibly stop the irresistable march of ordinary men and women

to build a better world based on universal peace.

Mahmut Dikerdem,
Retired Ambassador,
President of the Turkish Peace Association

November 1985, Istanbul.
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