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SPEECH BY THANASIS éTAMATOPOULOﬁ, PRESIDENT OF THE PANHELLENIC UNION

OF MERCHANT MARINE ENGINEERS (DEMEN), MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
OF ESAK/Associates, at the Corference for Soliderity with Turkey,

Cologne, October 30-31, 1982

( Dear Fellow Delegates:

W on behalf of the Executive Committee of FSAK/Associates, and on behalf
of the Panhellenic Union of Merchant Marine Bngineewrs (PEMEN), I bring
warm, militant greetings to this conference, bto the rapremmuta@ivww of
the political parties and the trade undons and ether organisntions.

In the persons of the Turkish comrades and Tighteis of DISK and other
‘ underground organizations, 1 greet the fighbers now in prigon, in &Xe
) ile or underground, all who are struggling for the overthrow of the
= dictatorship, for a democratic Turkey.

We denounce the crimes of Evren’s junta, the torture and the murder of
militents in the prisons, the death sentencen and the trisle such as
the present onme of the members of DEV-YOL and other repistants organs

izations.
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i As Jemal Kiral ,mmidcs Representative of DISK in Graece, mpld at a

press conference in Athens on October 26, 1982, the new consiitution

secures control of politicalyife by the nilitary acting ae the Gounedl

| of Netionsl Security. Etecuting fully the deasires of big and fokedgn

i capital, the constitution restricts to the extreme fhe right of Lhe
working people to organize and even to bargain coldwutively. Those worke
ing in enterprises of less than ten employees, thab is, 80% of the worl-
ers of Turkey, are deprived of the right to have any unlen econtract
whatsoever. Strikes are prohibited completely for public and agrldule
tural workers and are made practically impeasible luor the vest. Hympa=

o thy, politiecal and general smtrikes are forvidden, ;

We stand at the side of the working pegple of Turkey, of the Turlkish
people, in thelr struggle ageinst suci™anti-labor and sntimpeople o
constitution,

Our seven=-year . anti-dictatorship experience of 10671974 tanght

us that the atruggle againat .« dictatorial vegimes grows and devels

opes both inside the country and outside of it. The materisl military

aid given by the USA to the military junta headed by Evwren conatitutos
a source of power which must be cut off,

The aid given by American imperialism to the dictatorship, and to Isw
reel as welly constitutes a threat to the peace in the Middlie Eest
and in all the world.
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The occupation of 40% of Cypriot tarritory by the Turkish army of e«
cupation constitutes one more violation of the territorlial so¥evelgnty
of a member-state of the United Nationals and a brutal trampllug on
buman rights.

The struggle for democracy in Turkey is a struggle of all the people
and organizations which are fighting for the defense of dempcratic and
. trade union rights and liberties.

Evren’s junta is & member of NATO and the Cemncil of flurope. The gov-
ernments of the member-states of NATC must teke a clemy poaition age
ainst the crimes of the dictatorship, must stop suppectlng snd aidiag
dictatorial and military regimes in the Eastern Mgfdgerraneamn, must
help to effect the application of the decimlons of $he UYnibed Metions
regpecting the human rights of the people of Pedestine, of Cyprus and
other nations. :
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| ¢ [ International solidarity with the struggling democratic people of
Turkey is the duty of trade union organizations of all ecountries.
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K Long live international solidarity of the people!
Long live world solidarity of the workers!
\ I thank you.
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